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varem, the effect of which is to increase the pub- 
*y*yarze and multiply public offices. We are 
‘hevinning of a system, there is no doubt, 

sh we are to establish posts all along the 

7 oast of the United States, and which will 

ieiously augment the public expenditures. It 
. aubiect which demands at our hands the | 

* vest consideration, for elthough the bill before 
. aie itself of little importance, still we must 
+ lose sight of the obviously great and import- 
° : results of the great system designed. There- 
fore, if it be in order, for really I have not had 
me to examine the bill carefully, I move that it | 
he referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. __ 
“Mr. FULLER. The bill makes no appropria- | 
eon, and it is not therefore necessary that it 
<hould receive its first consideration in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole onthe state of the Union. | 

if { had supposed, Mr. Speaker, that there 
would have arisen any serious objection to the | 
bill from my friend from Virginia, or others, I | 
should have prefaced my motion with a more de- 
tailed exposition of the provisions of the measure. 
| believe the bill has been carefully considered. It 
has passed the Senate. It has the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Treasury; and it has also | 
che recommendation of an extensive memorial of 
a humane society, and of different chambers of 

ommerce. Sir, it appeals to the good sense of 
every person who takes an interest in the preser- 
vation of human life. 

It is well known to this House that the partic- 
ular locality for which this bill makes provision, 
isoneof peculiar danger. And here! desire to call 
the attention of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Suiru] to the fact that this bill is not general in 
its application; it only applies to particular locali- 
ties—to the coasts of New Jersey and Long 
Island, the coasts to which the emigrant ships are 
drawn in entering the harbor of the great city of 
New York. I call the attention cf the gentleman 
to the case of the New Era, which is of so recent 
date that it must be fresh in the minds of every 
member of the House. 

There are erected upon that coast certain sta- | 
ions, and certain means supposed to be useful in 
he preservation of human liie—such as .urf-boats, 
mortars, ropes, and various other paraphernalia, 
to aid in saving the lives of shipwrecked passen- 
gersand mariners. Owing to the inefliciency of 
these preparations, however, in the case of the 
New Era, the melancholy spectacle was witnessed 
vy thousands of persons standing upon the shore, 
of over three hundred persons perishing one by 
one, without the possibility of being saved. 

The compensation provided by this bill is only 
$200. The distance of coast is limited, and I do 
not think upon a subject so exclusively within the 
control of Congress as this is, the sum appropri- 
ated should excite the fear or alarm, that any 
extravagant system of expenditureis to be initiated. 
Sir, it is a humane provision, and one which ad- 
dresses itself peculiarly to the good sense of this 
House. It is one which requires immediate 
action. The Secretary of the Treasury, in his 
annual report, has called the attention of Congress, 
and the country particularly, to the subject. And 
really, sir, do not know that I shall have another 
‘pportunity of presenting this measure to the 
couse during this short session, in which so 
huch business is crowded, if it is not disposed of ” 
‘ow. | appeal to gentlemen, therefore, to forego 
‘heir objections in this case. If the bili should be 
found to be defective in any particular, the cor- 
recting hand of reform can be applied in amend- 
ment to it hereafter. 

| say-again, therefore, that I hope, in a ques- | 
4on of this importance, no particular scruples will 
actuate the House in insisting upon the reference 
of this bill to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
ome of the Union, where it will sleep the sleep 
that knows no waking. 

Mr. SKELTON. I will not occupy the atten- | 
tion of the House for any length of time. I should | 
hot have spoken at all upon the subject—though || 
‘1s one in which I take a very deep interest—but | 
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for the most extraordinary motion made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smiru.] It is 
known that if the motion to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union prevail, 
it will be killing the bill. Every member of the 
Hiouse knows very well that we shall never be 
able to reach it. Now, sir, I ask the House, 
upon principles of economy, as well as of justice 
and humanity, to pass this bill at once. 

We have already erected upon that coast a 
number of stations, and life-boats, and other 
articles have been purchased to aid in the pres- 
ervation of life. The Secretary of the Treasury 
has recently caused an appropriation of $20,000 
to be expended upon that coast in stations, life- 
boats, &c.; and there is no one there to take care 
ofthem. We have, on the coasts of Long Island 
and New Jersey, property to the amount of 
$50,000, for the preservation of human life. No 
one has charge of it, and it is going to decay. 
The ropes, upon various occasions, have been 
found to be rotten from exposure; and the boats 
are going to decay for want of proper care. 

Now, sir, this is not the first appropriation for 
this object. Since 1848 there have been appro- 
priations annually made for the same object, and 
they have been seconded by an association of 
highly intelligent gentlemen in New York,—a life 
saving society,—and thousands of lives have 
already been saved by the means which have been 
used upon our coast. 

I will now call the attention of the House to the 
fact that the loss of life upon the coasts of New 
Jersey and Long Island is over one thousand 
annually. Now, will any man in this House hesi- 
tate to make the trifling appropriation which we 
ask to save those lives? This bill, however, 
merely enables the Secretary of the Treasury to 
preserve the property which we have already 
accumulated upon these ceasts; but, in addition to 
the accomplishment of this object, it will also in- 
crease the efficiency of the appropriations which 
are annually made. The stations first established 
there have been found not to be sufficient. As I 
said before, over a thousand lives, not only of 
foreign emigrants to our shores, but of our own 
citizens, are lost annually upon these shores. 
When the wind blows from the north, vessels are 
blown upon the coast of New Jersey, and when 
it blows from the south, they are blown upon that 
of Long Island. Now, 1 appeal to this House if 
it would not be an act of justice as well as hu- 
manity, for us to make this appropriation? We 
are the protectors of the commerce of the country, 
and it is our duty to protect the lives of those 
who are wrecked upon our coast. Every vessel 
which passes in and out of the narrow channel, at 
the entrance of the New York harbor, is liableto be 
driven upon one or the other of thesecoasts. Mr. 
Speaker, the amount of property annually de- 
stroyed—nay, sir, the customs, the revenue, that 
would have been collected upon that property, are 
sufficient, ten times over, to balance the amount 
of expenditure involved in the means of protection. 
So that | appeal to this House, not only upon the 
principles of humanity and of justice, but upon 
principles of economy, to pass this bill. 
matter of much importance that it should pass at 
once, and that there should be somebody to take 
care of this property, and to use the means which 
we have already furnished. 

Some gentlemen may think that our people who 
are living upon the coast, should take care of the 
property and use theif own means. So they have. 


| They have saved thousands of lives, and they will 


save thousands more. ButI appeal to this House 
if it is fair that these men, living upon the coast, 
for the most part poor fishermen, shouid be in- 
volved in all the expense which they annually 
incur for the preservation of human life? Is it 
right, is it proper, that we should impose this 
Is it unreasonable that a man 
should be appointed at a cost of only $200? Gen- 
tlemen must remember that the person who is 
appointed must incur much danger and much 
hardship in the performance of his duty, and all 
for the pitiful sum of $200. 


New Seniss....No. 3. 


“ 


But I will not detain the House longer. As I 


have already said, | appeal to them upon the 


principle of economy, as well as of justice and 
humanity, to pass this bill, which will in all 
probability have the effect of saving the lives of a 
thousand persons annually upon that dangerous 
coast. The country, I say, demands that we 
should give protection to these men, who are cast 
upon our sea-coast, and I hope, sir, that this bill 
will be put upon its passage, and carried through 
without delay. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I acknowl- 
edge the force of the appeal which has just been 
made to the sympathies of the House by the 
honorable member from New Jersey; but I should 
like to know whether this bill witl not come within 
that class of improvements which the Executive 


has already notified us he intends to veto. 


Now, sir, | made an appeal in vain the other 
day to the House to postpone its action on a very 
important measure—the river and harbor bill, 
under Executive veto—until we might learn the 
opinions of the President upon the great constitu- 


| tional questions involved in all these bills, in order 


that we might know and fully understand the 
position upon which the President plants himself. 
The honorable gentleman from New Jersey has 
made an appeal to the House, and I am not pre- 
pared to say that I can resist it; for I am satisfied 
that some action is necessary for the preservation 
of human life upon the sea-board. But, sir, there 
is a class of politicians upon this floor who, whilst 


| they are deeply solicitous for the lives of foreign 


| controls our action through the veto. 


emigrants landing upon our shores, seem to forget 
that thousands and tens of thousands of the pre- 
cious lives of hardy, native-born Americans are 
annually destroyed upon the northern lakes, and 
upon the great rivers of the interior. This wrong 
is not because of the want of legislative action, but 
because there is a power above legislation which 
There isa 
class of members, too, who seem to disregard con- 


| stitutional principles, and appeal to the House in 
behalf of appropriations for their particular local- 


ities, and, at the same time, by their votes sustain 
the Executive veto based upon the same principle 
of their votes. 

Sir, as a national man, as a Western man, asa 
member representing, in part, that great suffering 
interest in inland commerce, | appeal to the Rep- 
resentatives of the nation to stand up, not merely 
for the protection of the lives of foreign immui- 


| grants put in jeopardy on the sea-board, but for 
~ Jeor y ! ’ 


the protection of the lives and fortunes of the 


| native-born hardy boatman of the great inland 


| northern lakes. 


[t is a! 
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rivers, and of the weather-beaten sailors of our 
We hear through the press and 
by telegraph, almost daily, of disasters on those 


| waters and lakes, but this House turns a deaf ear, 


and appeals are madeto the Executive in vain. I 
desire to know why it is so, Mr. Speaker; for I 
do not propose to discuss this bill or to oppose its 
assage. I want consistent and uniform action. 
want to know if the sea-coast is prepared to ex- 
tend that tous which she so imploringly asks? 
If not, let us know it; for, in the forcible language 
of the honorable member from Illinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDsON,| who I do not now see in his seat, at the 
close of the last session, if the great thoroughfares 
of the interior are not to be regarded as objects 
worthy of national consideration, then your little 
localities on the coast of New Jersey and else- 
where cannot be so regarded by us under the 
Constitution. If the honorable gentleman will 
point me to that provision in the Constitution 
which authorizes even the appropriation of the 
pittance of $200 for an object like this, | will point 
him to the same provision as the authority upon 
which we who advocate the improvement of the 
rivers and harbors of the interior of all the sec- 
tions of the Union rest our cause. The Consti- 
tution was not made for the coast of New Jersey 
| alone, nor for the coast of New England, nor for 
| the coast of the South; it was nnade for the whole 
| country—for the protection of the interests of the 
| inland as well as of the exterior. 
Mr. SKELTON. Allow me one word. 








“ 


34 e4tae: 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to know if the 
gentleman voted for the river and harbor bill ? 

Mr. SKELTON. I voted for the river and 
harbor bill of 1852, which [ considered a consti- 
tutional bill. But LI will say to the gentleman 
from Ohio that I shall vote forthe protection of 
life upon the northern lakes and upon the western 
rivers as cheerfully as | do for the protection of 
life upon the sea-coast of New Jersey, when the 
bills presentiag themselves for my action meet my 
approval. I will, in addition, say, that I will 
raise my hands for the protection of human life 
upon the sea-coast, or the lakes, or the rivers, 
without asking the question whether those need- 
ing protection and assistance are foreigners or 
native-born citizens. Wherever I see a man in 
danger of his life, I am ready to go to his rescue, 
without asking any such question as that. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We shall not differ about 
that. I think | would go about as-far to save the 
life of a fellow creature as the honorable member 
from New Jersey, himself. I leavethat, however, 
for others to determine. But I wish to know of 
the honorable gentlernen, whether he voted for the 
river and harbor bill independent of the veto of 
the President? Will he answer me that question? 

Mr. SKELTON. I voted without reference 
to the President? I always do my duty to my 
constituents without reference to the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ido not know that I fully 
understand the honorable member from New Jer- 
sey. I ask him again, whether he voted for the 


river and harbor bill last week, when considered | 


in face of the President’s veto? 

Mr. SKELTON. I did not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. You did not! 

Mr.SKELTON. My reason was, that I did 
not consider it a national bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It was not constitutional, 
eh? Very well. Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentle- 
man voted against that bill, responding to the 
wants of various sections of the country, because 
it was not national and constitutional, and yet 
asks us to vote for a bill for the Jersey coast, and 
that is the very point that I now make. How 
does he go to work to satisfy the men upon the 
mighty Mississippi that the coast of New Jersey 
is entitled to national aid and national a; propria- 


tions from their Treasury if that mighty river is | 


not entitled to it? 

Mr. SKELTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to say, that I voted for appropriations for life- 
boats upon the northwestern lakes last session. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well, sir; and if the | 


mentieman finds in the Constitution power to vote 
for light-houses and life-boats, there he will find 
thé power to vote for the improvement of the 
northern lakes, and to remove from the Missis- 


sippi and its tributaries the snags which have | 


proved so destructive to human life and inland 
commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish the gentleman from New 
Jersey and the House to understand—as I stated 
at the outset of my remarks—that I have not risen 
particularly for the purpose of opposing this bill, 


for, as he has well said, it appeals tous as friends | 


of humanity, and I can support it right heartily. 
But I wish to point these gentlemen to a region 
from which other appeals come to us—appeals 
that come up to us accompanied by the bitterest 
tears of those whose friends have been lost, but 
to which we turn a deaf ear. I wish, upon these 


great questions to notify gentlemen again, that the | 
time ts rapidly approaching when that just equality | 


in nxiional appropriations, which the mighty West 





a , we 
tion; nor had I any idea that the appropriations 
| for the improvement of rivers and harbors, which 


we so often hear of, would be introduced into this 
discussion. Least of all did I expect that the 
honorable gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. 
N,] or any other gentleman, should advert 
inconsistency which he deems me to be 
chargeable with. Why, I thought that consist- 
ency was decidedly an old fogy sentiment. I 
thought that at this day nobody prided himself on 
such an idea. I thought that it was completely 
voted down, out of the pale of the general circle of 
popular action now-a-days. 

But my purpese, when I made that motion, 


was—what it is now—to direct the attention of || 


the House to this bill, and to show to the House 


| the extraordinary powers contemplated to be con- 


ferred by it on an executive officer. To do this, I 


will—as the bill is very short—call the attention | 


of the House to its provisions. 


NV hat is the first section of this bill? Itis ‘* that 


| the Secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, 


authorized to establish such additional stations on 


| the coast of Long Island and New Jersey, for | 
| affording aid to the shipwrecked vessels thereon; 
to change the location of existing stations, and to | 


make such repairs and furnish such apparatus 
and supplies as may, in his judgment, be best 


' . . 
adapted to give effect to the object of this act.”’ 





has so long demanded, will come here, backed by | 


a true popular sovereignty—a true American sov- 
ereignty—and will be enforced upon this floor, 


independent of your Executive power and your | 


Executive vetoes. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. When I called the 


“attention of the House to this bill, and made the 


motion for its reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, I had _ no idea, 
Mr. Speaker, to have got up anything like the 
lengthened discussion that that motion has given 
riseto. But I thought that I sawin the bill some 
provisions which rendered its consideration by 
that committee indispensable, and, with the view 
simply of calling attention to such provisions, I 
made the remarks which [ have made, and the 
motion which [ have submitted. I had no ex- 
pectation of hearing raised a constitutional ques- 


i 


The Secretary of the Treasury is thus author- 


ized, first, to change the location of the present | 


Stations 
Mr. SKELTON, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 





tleman from Virginia allow me to say one word | 


in explanation? 

Mr. SMITH. Certainly. 

Mr. SKELTON. 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, by virtue of 
the appropriation of the last session of Congress, 
in this connection, has already changed and mod- 
ified these stations, station-houses, and boats. 
He 
changes than those which he is already authorized 
to make by the appropriation of last session. ‘T'he 
object of this bill is merely to authorize him to 
place men in charge of the boats and stations. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of 
the IIouse, I will read the several sections of the 
bill that you may understand its provisions. I 
am examining now into the powers which it is pro- 
posed by this bill to confer on the Secretary of 
the Treasury, not into those with which he may 
be already invested. If the authority proposed 
to be given here to the Secretary of the Treasury 
is an exhausted power, why is it required here? 
What is he authorized to do? To establish such 
additional stations on the coast of Long. Island 
and New Jersey for affording aid to shipwrecked 
vessels thereon as may, in his judgment, be best 
adapted to give effect to the object of the bill. He 
has the power by this bill to establish additional 
stations there, or if he has not, then there is no 
force in the English language. 

What next is he authorized todo? He is au- 
thorized to change the location of the existing 
stations. He is not only to establish additional 
stations, but he is to change the location of those 
existing. Nor is that all. He is to make such 
repairs, and to furnish such apparatus and sup- 
plies as may, in his judgment, be best adapted 
to give effect to the objects of this act. Why, 
the Secretary of the Treasury can do anything 


| 
1 would state to the House 


will not, under this bill, make any other | 


and everything in connection with this subject. | 
There is a specification, it will be seen, first, to 
establish different additional stations, and sec- | 


ondly, to change those already established, to 
supply apparatus, &c. Why, sir, he has the 
power to do everything in connection with the 
matter; and I ask this House is this the sort of 
legislation which it ought to sustain ? 

Now what is the next section of the act? The 
second section reads: 

‘*That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to appoint a keeper, at a compensation 
not exceeding $200, at each of the stations to be established 
under the provisions of the first section of this act, anda 
superintendent, who shall also have the powers and perform 
the duty of an inspector of the customs, for each of the 
coasts therein mentioned, and to give said keepers and 
superintendents proper instructions relative to the duties 
to be required of them.’’ 


The Secretary of the Treasury has, therefore, 
by this act, the unlimited power to establish sta- 


| tions, and to change the location of those now 
| existing; and here there is given to him, besides, a 
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very largecircle of patronage. He is to annom 
keepers at each of the stations, who are to recites 
an annual compensation of $200 a year. Why 
sir, | supposed that on the coast of New Jersey 
which, from my earliest days, I have heard oj a 
distinguished for its disasters, this is the first efor 
of the kind that has been made. I have thoyoh 
that the people on that coast were wreckers, and 
that the gentleman’s constituents there werealways 


compensated, and amply compensated too, for t} eir 


| upon their coast from the wrecked vessels cag 








there. 

Mr FULLER made a remark on this poin 
which did not reach the ear of the reporter. 

Mr. SMITH. I am now dealing with the bjjj 
before us. I am speaking of the compensation 
heretofore received by the inhabitants of the New 
Jersey coast. I was adverting to that which 
everybody understands well. I suppose there js 
scarcely a dead body swept from the sea on that 
coast which has not something of value in its 
pocket. 

Mr. SKELTON. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia allow me to say one word in this connec. 
tion? 

Mr. SMITH. Certainly; 1 shall be very glad 
of any explanation that can be given. ; 

Mr. SKELTON. I should not have attempted 
again to occupy the attention of the House on the 
subject of this bill, but for the extraordinary re. 
marks made by my friend, who has just taken his 
seat. 

Mr. SMITH. Oh,I have not finished yet; | 
have yielded the floor for a moment to the genile. 
man from New Jersey, for explanation. 

Mr. SKELTON. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia asserts that he understands the population 
of New Jersey to be amply compensated for their 
losses and their labors, by the value of the prop- 
erty cast upon their coast. Now, itis hardly neces- 
sary for me to explain to this House that this 
very respectable body of men, residing on the 
coast of New Jersey, are not land pirates and 
thieves. It is hardly necessary for me to say to 
the House that the United States have a wreck- 
master on the coasts of the United States, besides 
other officers of the custom-house, who take 


| charge of all the property cast upon the sea-coast. 


It is not necessary that I should say anything 
now in contradiction of the insinuation of the 
gentleman from Virginia, that the people of New 
Jersey compensate themselves for their toils and 
risks by highway robbery, or by plundering the 
poor mariners who are cast upon their coast. 
But I would be recreant to my duty if I failed on 
this floor to defend my State from such a charge. 
Those men, sir, to whom such conduct is imputed, 
make more sacrifices and endure more hardships 
than the gentleman seems to give them credit for, 
and they are besides as honest as any men in the 
State of Virginia, or in any other State in the 
Union. I ask that these men be protected in 
return for their labor, and that this insinuation 
thrown against them “ year in and year out’— 
this charge of piracy and plunder—be treated 
with the contempt which it merits. 

I say, again, the people on the New Jersey 
coast never commit plunder and piracy. They 
scorn it, sir. Those hardy mariners who get 
their living by fishing and boating will not be 
compensated in that way. They would sacriiice 
their all, they would almost sacrifice their lives, 
rather than be guilty of crimes of that character; 
and I hurl back the charge that has been made 
against them. I call upon the House to defend 
these men, who have done so much for the cause 
of humanity, from such aspersions. They have 
given more succor to shipwrecked mariners, an¢ 
have sacrificed more for them, than any other 
people on any other coast; and I ask this House 
to defend such a people from the unfounuet 
charges made against them on this floor. 

Mr. SMITH. | am sorry to see the gentleman 
work himself into a passion; but I hope the voters 
of his district will have the good sense to uncer 
stand that this speech of his was for ‘* Buncombe 

Mr. SKELTON. I say to the gentleman thet 
it was for justice and humanity, not for “ Bun: 
combe.”’ i make no speeches for ‘* Buncomve 
on this floor. 

Mr. SMITH. Exactly; let it be put dow? 
that the gentleman from New Jersey makes ey 
speeches here for Buncombe; but the House w!' 


ee 
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wait 





| mind that I made no charge of robbery 
vacy against anybody in the world. 1 sim- 
ted what is generally a true and admitted 
ion. These people who live down on 
ey coast where wrecks of vessels fre- 
‘cur, have a very convenient way of 
ware of themselves. I do not suppose that 
ole of New Jersey are any better than the 
‘le of any other State. But let that pass. I 


y O 


e eto call the attention of the House to the 
aida sions of this bill, and I will be obliged to 
e Jenen while | am commenting upon the bill if 
ye ey oil not interrupt me. | 


t further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Fon wiry be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
' ; : at a compensation not exceeding $200 at each of 
ore asions to be established under the provisions of the first 


ane 29 
on of Uits act. 


I 


jyst look at this. The patronage of the Federal 
, :ment is greatly increasing and must be 
Is this the way the gentleman from 
New Jersey, (Mr. SKELTON,]} Who is a Strict con- | 
“rryetionist of the Constitution, proposes to carry 
out so important a reform? No, sir! He is 
directly proposing to multiply the number of Fed- 
eral oficers, by providing for an additional number 
, appointed at these stations. 
« And a superintendent !”? 
What shall these superintendents do? 
« Who shall also have the powers and perform the duty 
enpeetor of the customs for each of the coasts therein 
niioned, and to give said keepers and superintendents 
eoner insuucdous relative to the duties to be required of 


Govel 
ait lished. 


to 


mu 


' 
them 
Here is a nice fat office provided for these 
superintendents, and, of course, they cannot have 
less than an inspector’s allowance. The duty of || 
the superintendent will be to travel from station | 
e { , 
to station, and get his mileage. It will make a 
very nice place for some of these worthy and 
honorable gentlemen of New Jersey. 
“Sec.3. Thatno boat shall be purchased and located 
tany point otber than on the coasts of Long Island and 
New Jersey, unless the same be placed in the immediate 
eare of an officer of the Government, or unless bond shall 
be given by proper individuals, living in the neighborhood, 
conditioned for the care and preservation of the same and | 
its application to the uses intended.” 


Here is a provision that every boat purchased 
for this service shall be placed in the charge of an 
officer of the Government. It is impossible to | 
tell the number of officers that this law actually 
covers. We have herea multiplication of officers 
provided for by this section. 
But, without dwelling upon this subject, let mé 
read the fourth section: 


‘ That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to establish stations at such light- houses as 
in his jadgment he shall deem best, and the keepers of | 
such lights shall take charge of such boats and apparatus | 
as way be put im their charge respectively, as a partof their 
official duties.?? 


We have a countless number of light-houses. 
Discretion is given to the Secretary of the Treasury 
to establish stations at these light-houses and to 
provide keepers forthem. The previous portions 
of the bill provided that there should be an 
increase of stations, and this section of the bill, 
under the construction that may be given to it, 
allows a keeper for each station, and a keeper 
without duty, because it is made the duty of the | 
light-house keeper to take care of the boats. I 
have no hesitation in saying, that under this bill 
you would have hundreds of Federal officers 
added tothe number we now have. ‘The question 
now is, whether this bill shall be carefuily con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, or whether 
itis to be put through in hothaste. I have called 
the attention of the House to the provisions of 
this bill. I have no interest in the world in this 
question, and I have intended to cast no reflections 
upon any one. Not intending to go into any 
discussion as to the merits of the constituency 
which the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
SKELTON] represents, and having called the atten- 
tion of the House to the provisions of the bill, I 
am perfectly willing that the House should do as 
it pleases with the bill, without feeling myself 
any particular anxiety about its fate. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I do not purpose to tax 
the attention of the House by any analysis of the 
bill, or by any argument upon its merits; but as 
gentlemen have thought proper to speak to this 
bul, because their constituents were concerned, I 
feel myself called upon by the same rule and with 


| legislation is required. 


| the Secretary of the Treasury. 


of the passage of the bill. The coast that is to be 
guarded is the coast of New Jersey, but the 
navigation that is to be defended is probably the 
navigation of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and the world. 

[ agree with the hororable gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Campset,] that there should be something 
done for the preservation of human life and valu- 
able property upon the lakes, but I would not 
pretermit a suigle exertion to save human life 
and property upon the Atlantic coast—upon that 
coast which has become in an especial manner a 
Golgotha, full of dead men’s bones, and which 
demands the attention of legislation in behalf of 
humanity. It is not because it is for one man, or 
another man; for one country or another, that 
We all remember the 
beautiful quotation that the honorable gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Smiru] made at the last 
session—and I regret that the honorable gentle- 
men who succeeds him has not begun already to 
fulfill the task which his predecessor began so 
well to discharge, that of teaching us true oratory 
and its true uses—a quotation which he made in 


| Latin,from Terrence, but which I will freely render 
into English: ‘‘ 1 am a man,and all that concerns 


humanity interests me.’?’ Whether the human 
Ireland, or any of our own States, is a matter of 
no consequence. They are human beings, and 
their safety demands the attention of the Govern- 


| ment under which the place of their peril is found; 


and while Congress could have done much to save 
their lives, their death, horrible as it was—death 
in its most hideous form—* cries aloud against the 
deep’’—neglect by which they were left to perish. 

The honorable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Sir] alludes to something which he seems to 
think 1s a fact, that persons residing upon the sea- 
coast are very apt to help themselves to the mer- 
chandise that is cast up there, and that they find 
a compensation in the jetsam and flotsam of the 
ocean. The jetsam and flotsam of the New Jer- 
sey coast are human bodies, thrive hundred of 
which were thrown or floated upon that coast in 
the last wreck, if there is any last wreck in that 
place of peril. The people in that vicinity stop not 





|| to pay themselves, but to afford help—to give 


human waifs that burial which the dead demand 
from the living. Three hundred of them required 
that attention which only the living can give, and 
which only the dead can receive. 

Sir, it is wrong to the cause of humanity to im- 
plicate the peopie of any part of our country in 
charges, such as the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia threw upon them, and especially wrong 
to the people of New Jersey. I have very little 
connection with them now, but | know them all 


|| along that coast, and although, mingled among 
| them, as with all other people, there are those 


who disgrace humanity, yet these are only an 
exception to the general rule. Those who live on 
that sterile coast, derive from the sandy soil a 
nourishment which you and I cannot live upon. 
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You, Mr. Speaker, who enjoy the rich products | 
of the deep soil of Kentucky; and I, who know 


| what our markets derive from that soil, can 


scarcely tell what the barren sands of New Jersey 
produce; yet these men live there honestly, and 
are every winter employed in extending to human- 
ity that aid which Christianity makes, at once a 
duty and a pleasure. 

And we are told that they are to derive their re- 
ward for the rescue of life, in the jetsam and flotsam 
cof the coast. Sur, after that assertion, we must 
pass the bill, or we may be charged with poinung 


| the shoresmen of the country to a mode of com- 
| pensation not recognized by law or humanity. 
| And the wretch who would leave the sufferer to 


pillage, or would rob the dying to compensate for 
unavailing labors, may plead the want of action 
of this House on the bill, and the argument that 
delayed its passage. 

We also are toid that we are not to pass the bill, 
because it places unlimited power in the hands of 
An awful power 
along that sandy coast! from Cape May to Barn- 


at, and from Barnegat to Sandy Hook, where | 
zat, £ y 


circumstances require it, to establish a house, or 
wretched hovel, to hold the gun and the ball, and 
to keep dry the powder which is to throw to the 
wrecked ship the means which is to save the few 


who can be saved of the thousands who crowd | 


the same impulse, to utter a few words in behalf || and perish in the stifling places between her deck. 
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A few hundred dollarsa year! Two hundred dol- 
lars a year! Fifty-six cents a day, sir, are to be 
paid to these men who watch over the cause of 
humanity. Scarcely a fee toa city surgeon for 
setting a broken limb, or even a broken finger. 
Two hundred dollars a year! : 

But then there is another man, we are told, 
who is to be set over these men. An inspector of 
customs is to be appointed to watch all along that 
coast. Awful expenditure! It is well for us, in 
the spirit of true economy, to place there an 
inspector whose duty it shall be to see that the 
goods cast upon that coast shall not be gathered 
up from the wreck, and sent into market without 
paying the duty which is imposed upon all other 
goods. It is then a good law, in this view of the 
case, without regard to the benefit to humanity. 
But when humanity appeals to us, shall this 
House hesitate a moment to bestow this power 
upon the Secretary, at the loss of more than a 
thousand lives a year—lives which would be saved 
by the machinery and means called for by the 
provisions of this bill? 

Every man who knows that coast, and its his- 
tory, knows perfectly well that if efficient ma- 
chinery had been supplied, every soul of the three 





. hundred who were lost upon the New Era might 
beings whose lives are lost are from Germany, | 


have been saved. But the machinery was insuf- 
ficient, and the help was incompetent. Those 
who would assist were not men brought up to the 
work, whose duty it was to save haman life. 

I do not stop to inquire who were on board that 
ship. Bat we know they were poor Germans, 
who spoke not our language, but they spoke a 
language which reached the ears of the lenis 
men. It went across the waves, and reached the 
hearts of men who would have rushed to their aid, 
even at the risk of life, if they had been provided 
with the machinery and boats which this bill se- 
cures, and probably would have saved three hun- 
dred human beings. I do not stop to inquire of 
the value of those lives, what they were worth, 
soul and body—soul and body together are worth 
something. 

But itis said Jerseymen will come down here 
and secure all these offices; that Jerseymen will 
be employed at this salary—two hundred dollars 





a year. Not of necessity, Mr. Speaker; not of 
necessity. If the Secretary of the Treasury is so 


disposed, he need not appoint Jerseymen who live 
along the coast. He can find men who will take 
the places without confining the patronage of the 
Government to New Jersey, New York, or Dela- 
ware. tle might, sir, bestow his favor for once 
in a way upon an F.F. V. 

1 do not desire, Mr. Speaker, any inconsiderate 
action by this House. ‘This is the bill which was 
laid over from the last session, and many people 
thought it unnecessary to pass it at that session. 
There will be no winter storms upon us, they said. 
But there have been storms and wrecks, and six 
or seven hundred lives have been lost, which might 
have been saved. 

I think, therefore, we ought toact upon it now; 
and, if no one wants to speak, I will move the 
previous question upon the bill. 

The previous qifestion was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The main question being, shall the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union? it was put and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

The bill was then, according to order, read a 
third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The main question being upon the passage of 
the bill, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 126, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Churchwell, Clark, Cling- 
man, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickinson. Drum, Dunbar, PE Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Parley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan. Har- 
rison, Hastings, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 

|| Ingersoll, Johnson. Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, 
|| Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Latham, McCulloch, Mac- 
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donald, McNair, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Meacham, Mid 
dieswarth, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Parker, Peckham,Penningion, Bishop Perkins, Phillips, 


Prait, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, David 
Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Seymour, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, Samuel A. 
Bmith, Predenck P. Stanton, Richard H Stanton, Alex 
ander If. Steplieuws, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratt Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 994 J. Taylor, John L. 
Tayior, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tel Trout, Upham, Vau- 
sant, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Ww. alsh, Ellinu B. Wash 
burne, fsracl Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, aud Zollicoffer—126. 

NAY S—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bris- 
tow, Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Chnsman, Cobb, Colquitt, 


Craige, John G. Davis, Dunham, 


Jobn M. Elliott, Goode, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Hib 
bard, Houston, George W. Jones, Keitt, Lamb, Letcher 
McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Shaw, Singleton, 
William Smith, George W. Smyth, Warren, and Daniel 
B, Wright—45. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. FULLER. I move to reconsider t} 
by which the bill was passed; and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President 
of the United States, by Sipner Wenssrer, his 
Private Secretary. 

COLLECTORS 


Edgerton, Edmundson, 


> i. 
Riufiin, 


1e vote 


IN OREGON TERRITORY. 


ie 


Mr. consent, 


and after previous notice, introduced a bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, as 
follows, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce: 

A bill regulating the powers of the collectors at 
Astoria and Umpqua, Oregon Territory. 
FORGERY AND DEPREDATIONS ON UNITED 

STATES MAIL IN INDIAN TERRITORY F 

Mr. GREEN WOOD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which 
adopted: 

Resol 


was 


ed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to report a bill, at as early a day 
providing for the punishment of the crime 
depredauvions on lie United States 


i practicable, 
of forgery and 
mail in Indian terriory, 

INVALID PENSION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, there are two 
or three of the appropriation bills ready for action, 
and they are of that class which requires no 
extended investigation. 
the Elouse, | move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
that they may be taken up and disposed of. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
arreed to. 

The House thereupon resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Cruanpzier in the chair.) 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I move that 
we take up for consideration House bill (No. 554) 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 

nd other pensions of the United States, for the 
yeer ending the 30th of June, 1856. 

There was no objection; and the bill was taken 
up and read in extenso. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means a 
question. It will be recollected that at the close 
of the last session there was a provision in the 
invalid pension appropriation bill for private pen- 


sioners. I very natural ly supposed that a similar 
one would have been reported in the same bill at 
thissession. It has not been reported, and I would 


ask w hether the laying aside of the bill to be re- 
ported to the Llouse will prevent the submission 
of an amendment to the bill when it comes up in 
the Hiouse? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


It will not. 


Mr. APPLETON. I have an amendment to 
submit on the subject. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the bill is laid aside to be 


reported tO the House, with arecommendation that 
it do nasa, | expect the House toact on it. I will 
say to the gentleman from Penns ylvania, as weil 
as the genveman from Massachuseits, that no esti- 
mate ws submitted at this session of Congress, 
which > been enabled to find, for the priva- 
teer pens of 3. It was not included in the esti- 
mates, nc obs it included in the bill. I think it 
would be os proper to delay action on the bill for 
the purpe’: of getting an estimate to putin it. If 
the omist ow) of the estimate be a mistake on the 


With the indulgence of 


part of the Department , it can be supplied in the 
Senate. It would not be quite proper, I repeat, 
to delay the bill for the pu ry se of send! ng to the 
Denar estimates. The amendment 
can be as we = made in the Senate as it can here 
Mr. | ENCE. The answer is en irely 
satisfact ry. ‘| only desired to have the estimate 
in the bill. If it can be as well put in when the 
bill is before the Senate, I ieiteibns no objection 
to the bill being laid aside to be reported to the 
House e, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The bill appropriates the 
entire amount of the estimates for pensions sent 
in by the Department. There is not a dime left 


ment to get 


out. 
Mr. FLORENCE. That is all I can desire. 
Mr. APP LEYTON. I move to add the follow- 
ing words: : For the payment of privateer pensions, 
two t hivenandl dollars. 


1 


tion was taken; and the an 


The que 


endment 





N. I move that the bill be laid 
ed to the Eiouse, with the recom- 
i 


on that it ¢ 


mer t ) pas iS. 
‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
azrecu 
} INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Rte T f 
vir. HOt 


STON. I move 

now take up, and proceed to the consideration 
of House bill (No. 555) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
lations with various 
ending June 30, 1856. 

The question - a3 
agree c dt o. 

. HOUSTON. 
baat saline of the bill 
sections for amend: 

The question ws 
arreed to. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Iam aware, 
man, that the views which I desien to sub mit are 
not pertinent to the bill before us 33 but, apprehend- 
ing that I may be prevented ex; essing my opin- 
ion inre rard to the resolution whi h I offered a 
few days since, I avail myseif of 
po rtunity tos 
that contro! my J : lement, and the 
anima in asking the repeal, 
all di . on fo nt en coal. 

If any apo! oy is nec —r for calling, at this 
time, ion of this House tothe preolition 
directing the C ommittee of Ways and Means to 
bring ina b ill abolishing the present duty upon 
foreign coal, it may be found in the universal ‘de- 
mand that exists for this common necessary of life, 
and the injustice and im Practic ability of puree sys- 
tem of legislation which seeks to hoerd up, by an 
indirect tax, moneys not actually reqt lired. to carry 
on the Government, to the great d etriment 0 f the 
commercial and busi ness interests of the country. 
Every day’s experience demonstrates that the true 
policy of this Government is to rerulate the rev- 


I mox ve to dispense with the 
, and thatit be now read by 
nent. 


1 
is tak ken, and the motion was 


Mr. Chair- 


reasons which 
te me 


} 
the attent 


Indian tribes, for th 1e year 


that the committee | 


taken; and the motion was | 


the present op- | 
state to this committee the convictions 


at this time, of | 


enues of the country so as to equaliz en as nearly | 


as possible, our receipts with ou penditures. 
Although many eminent dtiedée predicted the 
absolute inability of the greathy reduced tariff of 
1846 to yield suffi revenue to carry on the 
ordinary fiscal affairs of the Government, their 
anticipation: not been realized, and even 
that measure has filled our Treasury to plethora, 
and led to an undue accumulation of the public 
money, drawn unnecessarily from the people, 
and locked up from circulation. 
So far as that tariff was an advance toward the 
free-trade principle, it meets my unqualified com- 
mendation. It has nobly vind fleated the wisdom 
in which it originated. It has triumphantly served 
the purpose for which it was created. It enabled 
the Government to meet all its current expendi- 
tures, and the extraordinary demands resulting 
from the war with Mexico; a war by which our 
territorial surface has been so much extended, 
embracing a region of country unfailing in its 
yield of the precious metals, and opening to us 
new avenues of trade and commerce, by which 
the genius and industry of our people are every- 
where quickened, bringing corresponding increase 


"tent 
acily 


+ have 


to the general wealth and prosperity of the a | 


publie. 
But we have arrived at a period in which we 
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| ability. 
| The foreign imports into the United States for; 
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creat commercial cities of the’ the U nion are 
suffering under pecuniary disasters; 
confidence, the life-blood of trade, is gone}; 
obvious we have gone beyond the limits of a i. 
dence, yet the present is a state of thines W : 
human forecast, “under the te: idencies of the tin nes, 
could not have anticipated. 

It is not for me, on the present occasion. 
trace out the unlooked-for events which have cop. 
tributed to produce the present state of our om 
etary affairs. It is sufficient for us to know thy 
severe pressure exists, and it is our duty to inter. 
pose for its relief to the extentof our constitutio; 


a 


how 
> COMMerc)s| 


h 
i 


he 
year ending 30th of June, 1854, are estimated 
oo nb sn aie. nicahne obser reece 
Our exports during the same period 

reached ...cccecccccccccccce 


978,241, 





a 


Leaving a balance against the United 
RGIEE OL. . ccs cred wkebp castes ane MemiLaL an 
to be liquidated by cost of freight and accruiys 
profits, with any remaining balance to be mad 
good in gold and silver. 
The revenue from customs, public 
lands, &c., for the last fiscal year, is, $73,549,705 
Expenditures for the same period, 
exclusive of the public debt...... 51,018,949 
Thereby leaving asurplusrevenueof $22,531 43 
The estimates for the last year amounted o 
$38,406,581. Our appropriations reached to 
$58,116,958. The excess, according to the | 
ident’s message, of more than twenty millions 
being applicable to extraordinary objects, o f whi 
amount $10,000,000, to meet the stipulatio 
the third article of the treaty with Mexico, f fo 


ma 


| & part. 


| nual surplus 


Suppose, then, our receipts are set down for 
the coming year at $70,000,000, whic h, in my 
judgment, will not be materially lessenet din tha 
nor in the next succeeding four years, should the 
existing tariff be continued, and our regular ex- 
calla s at $38,400,000, we would have an 
re venue of $31,600,000; 


aie 


and, after 


| taking a margin annually of $11,250,000, so as to 


sink our national debt in four years—its aggregate 
being less than $45,000,000—we skall atill | 
remaining asurplus of over $20,000,000 unneces- 


| sarily withdrawn from circulation, to the sero 


| subject in its length and breadth, 


injury of the whole business community; and to 
this extent a useless and unnecessary tax uj 
the people. 

In times of financial difficulty like the ae 
it is the duty of Congress to reduce the put 
expenses to the lowest point that will enable ‘\e 
Government to conduct the public business, and 
at the same time reduce the public taxes, oo 
enlarging the free list of foreign imports, ps 
ularly in the necessaries of life, and where the 
burden of taxation falls heavily upon every 
branch of human industry, and comes home to 
every man’s fireside. 

It is not my present intention to traverse this 
but I respect- 
fully invite the attention of this House to one 
article in which the people I have the hovor to 
represent are largely interested, in common w th 


the whole country, and in regard to which the 


existing tariff should be immediately a: mended, 

and that by abolishing the duty on foreign cov! 
This is now one of the necessaries of life. I has 
become so within the last fifteen or twenty year’ 


| Previously, the fuel used in domestic affairs was 
| timber, and the employment of coal for macninery 


purposes was inconsiderable. 

The advance in the mechanic arts, in mo 
power, by the universal application of steam on 
railways and ocean and inland navigation, '% 
entirely changed our relations to this impor - 
article; in fact, has revolutionized the age in reg . 
to it. Yet it stands on the statute-book of a 
in schedule C of the tariff of that year, as suo 
to an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent.—equivalent 
to 45 per cent. (taking into count the cost of 
freight and charges) on its value in the country 


‘tive 


|—and is there in company with the luxuries d 
life, ** ale, porter, beer, and articles embroideret 


with gold, silver, or other metal !’’ 

This enactment continues, Mr. Speaker, 
withstanding the annual consumption of coal 1 
the United States has reached, at this period, about 


note 


are threatened with a financial crisis. Indeed, the |! 10,000,000 of tons, the present cost of which may 


or 





bULID 





not- 
al in 
bout 
may 


it 


1854. eee 


iy estimated at from six to eight dollars a 


be “4 the place of consumption, showing that the 

ton or une United States are paying for this, 
» creat necessaries of life, between sixty |} 

a ty millions of dollars per annum, under a 

‘eyed upon them which, as hereinbefore 


; full forty-five per cent. protection 
‘i. STRAUB. Wiil the gentleman yield the 
anor one moment, and permit me to ask him a 


g e question cs . 
vir, WALBRIDGE. Certainly. 

M " STRAUB. The gentleman from New 
has told us that the price per ton of coal was 


York 

fom six to eight dollars, and the aggregate cost to 
theconsumers about eighty million dollars. If my 
pmory serves me right, the quantity of anthra- 
Likes 4 


wre mined and delivered in 1853, was a fraction 
oa five million tons; how, then, the learned 
ntleman can prove the whole amount of cost to 
. consumers to be eighty million dollars, he will 
lease inform the House. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. I answer the gentleman 


c 
0 


ge 


by referring him to the statistics which I produce. 
“Nor is this protective principle of legislation, 
respecting this great necessary of life, of recent 
origin. For we find since the formation of the 
Government a heavy restriction has been con- 

y joid upon this indispensable article. \| 
in 1789 the tariff on coal per ton, of twenty- 
eizht bushels, was fifty-six cents, or twenty-two |) 

nt :, on its value. Our importations that year 
were 3.800 tons. 1] 
in ]su0 the duty was $1 40 per ton, fifty-six | 


per cent. on its value, and we imported 11,787 | 


1810, same duty, our importations reached 
14,030 tons. 
in Is15, after the war, and under a duty of 
<2 60, or one hundred and twelve percent. on the 
velue per ton, our importations fell to 3,514 tons. 


In 1820, under duty of $1 40 per ton, being 
x per cent. on its value, we imported 
24,061 tons. : 
|825, with a duty of $1 68, we imported 
95,799 tons. 


in 1830, with the same duty, we imported 


QD ¢ 


js35, under the compromise tariff of 1833, 
with» duty, say of $1 40 per ton, we imported | 
59,972 tons. 

{he protective tariff of August 30, 1842, con- | 
tinued in force until the present tariff took effect, 
Ist December, 1846, the duty on coal reaching | 


§] jo per ton. 
li } our importations reached.......... 41,163 tons. || 
BN 1014 os iacweusp. cewe deca ecacattedcendncs, CCE OO \| 
J Tice ee wee w eee eee eee ewes seers ee® 85,776 66 
in 1606... css scsees seccovees eoescvcbeve ove 156,853 * | 


And under this tariff of lst December, 1846, 
our importations have been as follows: 


In 1847 we importted.......ceeeeee eocccece 148,021 tons. 
PO Wei cccvaces Pac lans ee tee Os gets aca ban 196,168 “« | 
LD OUNP cUecavcccnscasdeueceds bk sRbeanweus 198,213 

Ba Ris sindicatinsios Wein Glbnian dan ee voee 189,439 66 | 
eee dathh vacasesmemeued 214774 « | 
EW MeME 566 dee beeece © Cees cecccceccséccces 183,015 «§ 1 | 
INTO ii déccdecnesvevessvecenaduweneeun 231,508 

te MOS hig sd ieea sesaeie Peery siceosags 252,865 « | 


During the four years last mentioned, we have 
imported an aggregate of 882,162 tons, valued, 
eccording toa Treasury statement in my posses- 
sion, certified November 21, 1854, at $1,970,179, 
or,ata general average of four years, $2 23 per 
ton;and the aggregate duty paid on the same is 
$591,053 70. 

Che searcity of fuel and the demand for coal 
hed, undoubtedly, their full share in influencing || 
tie amount of importations at the several periods 
mentioned. This demand for coal is still rapidly || 
tugmenting, having risen in the last fifty years | 
‘rom 15,000 tons per annum to an annual con- 

| 


sumption of 10,000,000, and yet being continually 
on the increase. 
_ltis only within the last fifteen years that the || 
United States have become, strictly speaking, a 
coal-producing country. A quarter of a century | 
Previous to that period there were not more than’ | 
one thousand tons of anthracite coal annually || 
produced in the whole Union; yet, in 1847 the 
‘rease alone had reached to more than one 


: vusand tons per day,and has since increased, 

&n¢ Is still increasing almost in a compound ratio. 
10 1847, we imported...... seeveces ceeseeee 148,021 tons. 
MO Gis scbacccoudbeeicll Biibets: tise eH 
OO siuicnvtncensedine vie etnan ees. T 
In 1850......, pty om Sonar eas sree 00189409 I] 


| rimental to our general interests. 
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In 1851, we imported......... baeusegesbees 214,774 tons. 


See MPSS «cut awakes s belies s odeGanke ccekuuse me3.015 « 
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The ability of the American producer to suc- 
cessfully compete with the foreign importer, even 
after the present protective restrict: 0 shall have 
been removed, is beyond question. Look at our 
superior facilities for the extraction and transpor- 
tation of the article, the constantly increasing 
demand, and the extent of our coal-} roducing 
regions in comparison with those of Europe and 
the British possessions on this continent. 

It is to be remembered that the coal we import 
is mostly from Great Britain and her North Amer- 
ican dependencies. The aggregate of square miles 
of coal-producing countries in Europe, viz: Great 
Britain, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales; Spain in 
the Asturias region, France, Belgium, Prussian 
dominions, Austrian provinces, and the British 
dependencies in North America, is 852,229 square 
miles—the coal region of which embraces about 
35,504 square miles, or a litile more than one 
twenty-fourth part. 

The United States contain, exclusive of Texas, 
Oregon, and Washington—the last two abounding 


| extensively in this mineral—some 2,800,000 square 


miles. The twelve coal States, viz: Alabama, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, Mary- 


| land, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Mich- 


igan, and Missouri, embrace an aggregate surface 
of 565,283 square miles; of which the coal region 
covers 133,132 square miles, or nearly one quarter 
of the entire area of these States, producing, in 


| 1850, while yet in the infancy of this great staple, 
| according to the census returns of that year, 
| 5,049,954 tons. 
The annual coal produce of Great Britain proper, 


Belgium, France, Prussia, Austria, and Spain, in 
1853, was within a fraction of 51,000,000 tons. In 


| that year Pennsyivania alone produced 7,000,000 


tons, and Maryland more than 500,000 tons. 

The produce and consumption in the United 
States for 1854 may with safety be estimated at 
10,000,000 tons. Yet, notwithstanding this article 
is so abundant in our country, and our facilities 
for its supply so great, the price has risen, within 
the last year, from thirty to fifty per cent., and 
within the last five years nearly one hundred per 
cent. 

With almost illimitable resources at home, I can 


| see no good reason for continuing the present 


exorbitant duty on coal, which, in my opinion, 
should be a free article; and the earlier the foreign 
coal is brought into competition with our domestic 
the better it will certainly be for the consumer. 


| Nor in a series of years will this prove any detri- 
ment to the American producer, whose energies | 
| will be directed to the proper application of all the 


facilities possible for the cheapest mining, trans- 


| portation, and its delivery on the most reasonable 


terms; while, as a matter of revenue to the coun- 
try, it is not only not wanted, but absolutely det- 
: Not a railway 
is made and equipped with engines and cars, nor 
a steamship constructed, but iron is required, 
and, in its manufacture, coal is the material used 
for the propulsion of the requisite machinery. The 


‘| growth of the iron manufacture and trade in the | 


United States, so intimately connected with the 
coal trade within the last forty years,is enormous 
—keeping pace, if not in advance of, the strides 
in every other department of human industry. In 
1810 we had 153 furnaces, producing 54,000 tons 
of pigiron. In 1845 we had 540 blast furnaces, 


| averaging 900 tons each annually, yielding 486,000 
| tons, and 950 bloomeries, forges, rolling and split- 


ting mills, yielding, of bar hoops, &c., 291,600 
tons, and of blooms, castings, machinery, and 
stove plates, 151,500 tons—making that year an ag- 
gregate of 929,100 tons, atthe value of $33,940,500. 
In 1853 the rapid increase in this branch of. man- 
ufacture was such as to yield much more than 
1,000.000 tons of pig iron. 


Some idea may be formed of the increasing de- 
mand for coal, by even a glance at the multiplied 
uses to which it isapplied. We have now in 
active operation 20,000 miles of railway commu- 
nication, ata cost of $600,000,000, and the system 
is advancing, stretching its arms, Briareus like, 
far and wide over the Union, in the ratio of the 
expansion of population, and the growth of the 


country. 


The steam marine of the United States in 1852, 


. 


was 1,390 vessels, with an agerecate of 417,226 
tons, of which 96 were ocean steamers, 529 encaged 


in the coast trade, and 765 employed o1 


a ; und Dave 
igauon. Such has been the increase of our steam 

mmercial marine within the last two veers. that 
it would not be extravagant to estimate our sieam 


’ , ‘Or 54 i 
marine for 1854, at 1,800 vessels, with an a 


gate steam tonnage of 540,0U0 tons. 


re- 


A quarter of a century ago the power of steam 
upon land, and upon the ocean, was comparatively 
unkoown, and the vast and unmeasured material 
which waked this power into life, slumered in 
our soil. 

But the use of coal for the creation of motive 
power upon railroads and in steam navigation, 
both inland and ocean, furnishes but an inade- 
quate idea of its extensive application and value 
to the country. 

** Coal has been forcibly described as the indis- 
pensable aliment of industry. It is a primary 
material, engendering force; giving a power supe- 
rior to that of natural agents, suc!) as water, air, 
&c., procure. Itis to industry what oxygen is 
to the lungs, water to the plant, nourishment to 
the animal. It is to coal we owe our steam and 
gas. It replaces in the workshops and domestic 
hearths the charcoal which had become too cost! 
under the last head; in our northerly latitudes it 
is destined always to acquire increasing and more 
general use. ‘The employment of coal will be 
henceforward no other than a question of cheap- 
ness, and in the present age the first interest of in- 
dustry is above all to see ameliorated the ways of 
communication, to lower the tolls upon the routes 
and canals.”’ 

When Creesus exhibited his golden treasures, 
some one told him that he who possessed iron 
could soon make himself master of them. The 
ownership of the gold of the Aztecs and the Incas 
yielded to the iron and steel of the Spanish in- 
vader. 

The Creator, with a bounteous hand, has fur- 
nished us with a coal region with an extent and 
richness, as | trust I have shown, unequaled by 
any political community on the face of the earth, 
and almost as exhaustless as the atmosphere by 
which we are surrounded. The means for the 
extraction of this one of the great necessaries of 
life are at hand, and all that human ingenuity and 
enterprise could desire; and from these rich de- 
posits a stream of wealth, now swollen, flows 
into the coffers of the producer. When we reflect 
that that article under a high protective tariff is 
becoming, and to a great extent has become, an 
indispensable agent in every household—that it 
is daily growing into universal use for all domes- 
lic purposes—that it is indispensable in the ma- 
chinery which fashions with artistic skill and 
elegance the implements used and necessary in 
every family—that it is equally needed and em- 
ployed in the manufacture of farming utensils and 
tools in the mechanic arts—in travel by land and 
by water; indeed, for all the arts of peace, and 
equally indispensable in the art of war, and for 
ail the means of national defense, is there any 
reason why there should be an oppressive and un- 
necessary tax upon that which so seriously affects 
the interests of every citizen of the Republic? 

Every principle of justice demands that the 
shackles on this trade, which the existing tariff 
imposes, should be stricken off, and that the 
traflic of this important article should be opened 
to the freest competition. 
| In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored 
to attract the attention of this body to the subject, 
rather by a brief summary of the interests in- 
volved, than by any attempt at elaborate argument. 
The days of this session are rapidly dimimishing. 
The business of the country requires, in fact, de- 
mands, brevity in discussion and promptitude of 
action. As one of the representatives in part of the 
city of New York, the great commercial capita! of 

this continent, it becomes my duty, from which I 
could not shrink, to press the matter upon this 
Wody. Myconstituents have a right to expect and 
require ic at my hands. They demand that the 
abundance of Europe, which the producer there 
can supply, shall be brought at once to our shores, 
that they may have the relief created by a proper 
competition. A city witha population of 750,000 
souls, of 175,000 families, employ it for domestic 
| purposes. The manufacturing interests in the 
furnaces, forges, and all the engines employed in 
the useful arts, require it. The trading community 
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in their st) es and workshops seek the light, in 
the produ: ion of which this article forms an 
easeniial e ment. The fleetsteamships thatdaily 
leave our enores, carrying our flag to every sea, 
in the law ‘ul pursuits of commerce, expect it. 


And in th: name of all these great interests, and 
that of my immediate constituency, I respectfully 
urge t! mediate and unconditional repeal of 
the existi duty. 


Mr. RICHIE, of Pennsy!vania. 


I have only 
a few wor is to say, Mr. Speaker, 1 


reply to the 


appeal mie to the House by the gentleman from 
New Yors,(Mr. Warerivce | I wish totake this 
opportun ¥ to correct an erroneous report which 
has been ~ rculated by the newspapers throughout 
the counts, with regard to the conduct of those 


gentieme vho are envared in produc ne coal in 


the anther’ ite mines of Pennsylvania. They 
have beer -.arged with having withheld coal from 
market in order that the price of it might be raised. 
I wish to «tate here, with reference to that charge, 


that the +; ply forwarded this year by the Read- 
ng rasros> is overtwenty-five percentum greater 
than tive 


‘last year, while last year was a year 
in hiet 


nuch larger quantity of coal was pro- 
duced fre: the anthracite mines of Pennsylvania 


than ha «en produced in any previous year. In 
1H53, | by the reports of the Reading rail- 
road, w aca [ presume is as nearly correct as we 
can pot uly get such a thing, it 18 estimated 
that the © -ames produced 5,195,154 tons of coal 
That qu a tity is the estimated produce of the an- 


thracite wines of Pennsylvania alone, and does 


not em ore the bituminous coal raised in any 
section *ecountry. Theimportations of foreign 
coal for *. « same year amounted to 231,508 tons, 
paying «uty of something over $400,000, stated 


in the repost of the Secretary of the Treasury on 

» at $490,010. Now, I wish the House 
to obserwe how perfectly trifling this foreign coal 
trade ap" ears by these figures in comparison with 
ie tonestic coal trade. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, (interrupting.) I have 
heard with pleasure the statement of the augmented 
production of the Pennsylvania mines; but | wish 
the gentleman to state how it is that the price of 
coal corresponds in nearly the same ratio with its 
increased production ? 

Mr. RITCHIE. 
answer that question. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask it as a piece of 
practical information for my friends at home. 

*Mr. RITCHIE. The increased price of coal 
is a consequence of that measure so lauded by the 
gentleman from New York—the tariff of 1846. By 
means of that measure this country was brought 
to an enormous importation of foreign goods. It 
destroyed the iron businessof Pennsylvania. The 
country ran in debt for iron imported from Eu- 
rope to build railroads. There was undertaken, 
partly at least, in consequence of the tariff of 1546, 
which occasioned a temporary reduction in the 
price of iron, a system of railroads requiring more 
capital, more iron, and more labor in their con- 
struction than could be supplied by the whole 
world. In consequence of these, and other ex- 


Sonne 


I am perfectly willing to 


iravagant enterprises, the price of labor, of pro- | 
visions, and of everything produced by labor, coal | 


included, was increased. We had no money 
wherewith to pay the debts thus contracted. To 
meet this want, railroad and other bonds were 
issued and sent to Europe, and in return for them, 
we imported foreign goods and foreign iron to an 
enormous amount. The furnaces and iron busi- 
ness of Pennsylvania were thus broken up. 

This iron business, I wish to remark to the 
gentleman, is one which requires four, five, or six 
years, in order that it may be organized and car- 
ried on advantageously and profitably in all its 
departments. Mines must be opened, furnaces 


must be built, and labor must be organized; and | 
all this requires much time and outlay. And yet | 


by a few cargoes of foreign iron, the enterprise 
miy be rendered unprofitable; the prices are 


brought down, the hands are discharged, they | 


emigrate to Australia or California; they are 
good miners, accustomed to that rude sort of labor, 


they make money there, and they cannot be re- | 


called, so that when the foreign supply falls short 
the hands are not to be found to make iron at 
home. With this system of foreign importations 
based upon credit, expenditures become profuse, 
the value of money decreases, the price of labor 
rises, the cost of provisions rises, everything rises. 


When people are running in debt, they usually 
become profligate in their expenditures. The 
price of coal has not increased in a greater pro- 
portion than the cost of provisions and the price of 
wages. The cost of transportation on the rail- 
roads has increased in the same way. [In fact 
every necessary of life has increased in cost, as 
well as coal. We know that here,in this House, 
we have had to increase the compensation of 
nearly every one of the gentlemen in our employ 
some twenty-five per cent. 

This explanation wil! suffice as a reason for the 
raising of the price of coal. These men who dig 
coal cannot live on nothing any more than other 
people. ‘They must have higher wages to enable 
them to meet the greater cost of living; and when 
the coal producers pay higher wages they must 
charge more fo coal. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I return my acknowl- 
edements to the gentleman for the information he 
has given us; but I scarcely recognize in all this 
anything more than the old arguments between 
the question of free trade and protection. I mean 
no disrespect to tne gentleman, but he will allow 
me to say that I can see nothing more than the 
old arguments in what he says. 

Mr. RITCHIE. It was not I who introduced 
this old question of free trade and protection. The 
rentlerman from New York was himself the first 
to broach it. Tle eulogized the principle of free 
trade. He spoke of the tariff of 1846, and com- 
mended it because it tended towards free trade. 
It was, therefore, the gentleman himself that in- 
troduced the topic. I did not. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. On that point I can only 
say that | am in favor of free trade. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I have one word to say with 
respect to the mode of doing business in this 
House in reference to the subject of duties and 
estimates. I allude to the inconsiderate manner 
in which great interests are sometimes assailed. 
Here is a capital of many millions of dollars in- 
vested in this coal business. The productions of 
anthracite coal alone in the Pennsylvania mines 
for the year, will be worth $40,000,000 at the 
least. Pennsy'vania supplies almost all the coal 
consnmed on the sea-board of this continent; and 
is that immense trade to be destroyed or endan- 


} 
e for their 


gered for the sake of getting, just at this moment, 
a few trifling cargoes of foreign coal a few cents 


cheaper? | haveshown that in 1853 the quantity 
of coal imported from abroad, was 231,508 tons, 
against a production of anthracite coal in Penn- 
sylvania alone of between five and six millions of 
| tons. ‘That is all the supply that we could look 
to Great Britain for every year. She is able to 
furnish us with only 231,000 tons of coal. And 
here I take occasion to state to the gentleman from 
New York, and to this House, that even this 
quantity of coal does not, I believe, mainly come 
from Great Britain. It comes from the British 
provinces of North America. And | would further 
state to that gentleman and to the House, that 
the coal trade with the British provinces of North 
America is now unrestricted. ‘The duty is taken 
off the Canadian coal by the treaty ratified by the 
Senate of the United States last summer. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. It seems then to be very 
| unaccountable why there should be such oppo- 
sition to taking the duty off coal imported from 
Great Britain if the quantity is so very incon- 
siderable. 

Mr. RITCHIE. Certainly; | know that that 
objection is fairly made, and it shall be as fairly 
met. I say that the quantity of coal imported 
into this country is perfectly contemptible with 
reference to the market which has to be supplied. 
But I have to say further on this point, that cargoes 
of coal brought in here free of duty for two or three 

| months, may produce such an effect upon the 
market as to break up mining enterprises in this 
country, and the business is so important that no 
risk with regard to itoughttoberun. The repeal 
of the duty can do no good to any one and may 
do much harm. 

| Mr. WALBRIDGE. Do the companies en- 
gaged in the business fail? 

Mr. RITCHIE. They do not; but they might 
fail if coal was brought in from abroad; and atter 
their business was once suspended, it would require 
years to restore it to its present state. 
the question of the honorable gentleman from New 

| York, I say that a supply of foreign coal might, 
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| me to be the rules of prudence and good sense, a 





December 12 


American coal in the eastern markets, 20 as ,, 
make the business unprofitable, and thus vais 


those who are engaged in the business, because of 


. 8. In that 
case, the laborers employed in these mines would 


be scattered to the four winds of heaven, and von 
would find them going to Australia, California. ‘and 
other distant portions of the world, where thers 
would bea demand for their labor. Yoy have 
now a market that consumed, in 1854, proba 
ten millions of tons of coal, to be supplied from 
foreign sources, which now offer in this market ony 
two hundred and thirty-one thousand tons After 
we have destroyed our domestic productions is 
should be obliged to look to foreign sources: by: 
they would not be able to supply the demand, ang 
the price of fuel would rise enormously. |r js 
within my own personal knowledge that a |aros 
number of artisans engaged in the iron works 
of Pennsylvania emigrated to California, after the 
iron business had been ruined by the tariff of 184g 
engaged there in other kinds of labor, and whey 
the price of iron rose, they could not be recalled 
The conduct of many persons in this countr, 
has been so utterly in defiance of what seems \) 
to be altogether inexplicable. Take, for instance, 
the conduct of those who have contended for th 


| repeal of the duties upon railroad iron. We hay 


already in the United States, in the course 

construction or projected, railroads that would 
consume all the iron and spare labor and capit, 
of the world. In the face of this fact, many gen. 
tlemen here insisted at the last session of Conzress 
upon passing railroad bills. What is the res 
of passing bills of this kind? You pass a 


4ih 


giving land to some company, by the aid of which 


it may build a new road, and the company issues 
bonds and puts them into the market in order to 
raise the money. It enters into competition with 
other roads, in the sale of bonds, thereby bring- 
ing down the price of other railroad bonds, and 
diminishing public confidence in the whole of 
them. This new railroad company also enters 


| into competition with other railroad companies in 


the purchase of materials and labor, underbidding 
in the sale of bonds, and overbidding in the price 
of materials and labor. In connection with this 
thing, in order to make the insanity complete, we 
have a proposition to repeal the duty upon rail- 
road iron, in order that the little production leit in 
this country may be utterly destroyed, and thet 
we may rely wholly upon a foreign market. 

IT admit that this doctrine of free trade would 
be good, if a man had the purse of Fortunatus, 
and an everlasting supply of cash—if he was 
not obliged to purchase anything by labor, but 
had money to spend. If he has to exchange his 
own labor and his own produce for the labor and 
productions of other people, he must look to see 
what other people will take from him, and what 
they will give him in return. He must look to 
his own sources of production. In the case of the 
iron manufacture, in pursuing the policy advocated 


|| by the gentleman from New York, we destroy 


our own mills at home, and have nothing to give 
in exchange for the iron we import from abroad. 


| Not having a supply of ready money, we run in 
| debt. Our own sources of production are dried up 


We consume what we have procured on trust. 
When pay day comes, we have to repudiate, oF 
beg for further time, till we can earn enough ‘ 
pay our debts. We then adopt a wiser system, 


|, pursue it ull we have forgotten our embarrass: 


‘and probably would, bring down the price of | 


ments, and then are seduced again by the same 


| old fallacies, and fall into the same errors. 


i have been led further in this discussion (ht 
[ intended, as | arose merely to correct the mis 


| statements that have been made with regard to (ht 
| miners of Schuylkill, about their keeping “el 
| coal out of the market. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. The gentleman will beer 
me witness that I made no such reflections. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I know that the gentleman 
did not indulge in any such reflections, but | hev¢ 
seen such a statement published in the newspaper 
and it has been mentioned to me in conversa!" 
by members of this House, and my desiré, " 
rising at this time, was simply to correct suct 
misstatement. rr 

Mr. WITTE. I have but a single remark ‘° 
make. I have listened with a good deal of interes’ 
to this discussion, not only because it is importan’ 
but because it is upon a very staple subject. 
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‘od deal has been said about the miners of | ing the cost and charges of transportation—you 
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| that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


hs yikill county, about a combination of coal | will not get it thirty per cent. cheaper. 1 do not || the Union had had the state of the Union generall 
~ ders to put up the price of coal, to control the | see why he and his friends should resist the || under consideration, and particularly the invalid 
; arket, and thereby fix and regulate the price of | change, if it makes no difference whether you ||. pension appropriation bill, which it had directed 


| can understand perfectly well that a | impose this duty or not. 
ven ent of such a character 1s well calculated Here | wish to put myself right on one point, 
<2 ae ite the attention of the entire country, | and that is the monopoly on the part of the coal 


“oO 


him to report to the House, with the recommenda- 


tion that it do pass; and also the Indian appro- 


ai 
priation bill, and had come to no resolution 


‘ecause the whole community are interested in || producers to bring about the present state of things || thereon. 

: :bjoct, and almost every one requires coal | in the coal market. I know nothing about that, Mr. MEACHAM. I move that the House do 
for various purposes. ie and I make no charges; but I do know that within || now adjourn. 

“Gentlemen who are engaged in mining in the | five years the price of coal has increased one hun- Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentleman 


al region have, in my judgment, been unjustly || dred per cent.; and the people of the whole North, 
coal region 


; 5 anc to withdraw his motion until we have passed the 
warved with a combination for the purpose of | where the article is consumed, have to pay twice 


the art am. invalid pension appropriation bill. I do not sup- 

raising the price and keeping itup. I have not | as much for it as they did five years ago. pose that he desires to put the bill upon the 

heard this statement made publicly on the floor Mr. STRAUB. With the permission of the | Speaker’s table out of its order. If we adjourn 

ius . : } i rlwanis y “- 7 : ; ; 

of the House, but it has been alluded to, and it | gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wir1 E,) I | now that will necessarily be the result. 

is a subject of conversation at almost every corner wish to say a word. Our learned friend from the Mr. MEACHAM. I insist on my motion. 

of the street, and has been the staple of news- || North has told the truth in regard to the raising The question was taken, and the House refused 
| to adjourn. 


Gil 





sper discussion for some time. Since it has been | the price of coal; but while he speaks of the price 
ajluded to, I will make this remark in connection |, of coal going up, does he forget that the price of Mr. HOUSTON. 
as a set-off to this statement, equally well entitled every article necessary to life has risen corre- || question, on ordering the invalid pension appro- 
to consideration, and upon retlection, | think it | spondingly? Will he answer that question? | priation bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 
will bear quite as close a scrutiny. It is this: | [Laughter. : : '| The call for the previous question received a 
That the charge is very properly perhaps fixed Mr. WALBRIDGE. Everything except the || second, and the main question was ordered to be 
upon gentlemen living in New York and other | pay of members of Congress. I believe that is | now put. 
eastern cities, who, by combination of capital, have | stationary. [Laughter.] The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
sought to bring down the price of coal to such a Mr. WITTE. [am not disposed to review || reading; and it was read a third time, and passed. 
low figure, as to render it impossible for the coal || the able speech of the honorable gentleman from Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the vote 
producers to bring it into market, and derive any New York, but I would, however, say to him by which the bill was passed, and that that mo- 
nrofits thereby. The great avenues through which | that I think it would have been exceedingly diffi- || tion do lie upon the table. 
coal reaches the sea-board still exist, their means || cult to come to the conclusion which he comes to, The latter motion was agreed to. 
of transportation have increased, and no obstacle || upon the argument he makes. He says if we Mr. HAVEN. I move that the House do now 
has been thrown in the way of the production of | take off the thirty per cent. duty, we shall have || adjourn. 
that article, or in the way of bringing it to market. || coa! at a lower price. He will permit me to say, The question was taken, and the motion was 
The usual machinery still exists and is employed, || that the reduction of the duty, or the taking it off || agreed to. 
which enables us to produce and dispose of the |, entirely, could not possibly affeet the price of coal € Whereupon the House (at ten minutes to three 
article at the lowest price which the law of trade, | one farthing at this time. We could not look for || o’clock, p. m.,) adjourned until to-morrow, at 
of demand and supply, will admit of. But gen- || any supply of coal except from Pictou, in any | twelve, m. ’ = 
tlemen at the East have sought to bring dogyn the || quantities. On the Ist of October there were sev- 
price of coal to a figure lower than the producers || eral vessels lying at Pictou for the purpose of 
are able to bring it to market. | loading coal, and they could carry more coal than 
| have taken some trouble to examine into this | all the force of the island, employed in mining, 
matter; I went into the coal regions, and conversed | could supply in two months. 


I now call for the previous 
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Prayer by the Rev. Henry Suicer. 


with the miners themselves. I was referred to!|| Mr. WALBRIDGE. They were there loading ‘The Hen. Foun BE. Cancion, of Dilees 
their books, and to their correspondence with | for coal to be brought in under the reciprocity appeared ee top . : Ny 2 , 
eastern capitalists, and my mind was rendered || treaty. ee. ee siiieien daca 
entirely clear upon the subject, that if a combina- Mr. WITTE. But it has not affected the price || viilieeiiididiiieas: BAU. 
tion existed anywhere, it was not in the coal re- |; of coal,not in theleast. I have my own opinions | The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


gions of Pennsylvania, where there exists an | as to the cause of the present extraordinary price Senate a message from the President of the United 
actual competition to produce and send forward || of coal, but | reserve an expression of them for a | States, communicating intelligence of the fact that 
to market the greatest amount of coal. I was || future occasion. At some other timei may trouble the claim provided for by the act approved July 
convinced that the competition which sought to || the House witha statement of them. It is one | ~‘» 1504, ** for the relief of the legal representa- 
produce a very extraordinary condition of the || of those kind of cases upon which gentlemen may || tives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased,” had been 


market, and thereby to cause a high price of coal, || reasonably entertain different opinions. But | liquidated and paid under the provisions of the 


was in the eastern States and cities. | content myself with saying now, that the entire general act of August 4, 1790, and the special act 
lt is well to bear these things in mind, and they | abolition of duty upon coal could not, at this | of January 24, 1795. 

are subjects of very great interest. I do not say || time, affect its market price. The subject em-) [The message will be found in the House pre- 
that this thing does actually exist in the city of | bracesa wide range. A variety of reasons con- | ceedings of this date. | 

New York. Butthereis an extraordinary com- || tribute to the present extraordinary condition of Mr. WELLER. I believe that bill was origin- 
bination of capital there, and without being un- | the coal market. \ ally reported by the Committee on Revolutionary 
kind or unjust. I] hope I may be permitted to say | I desire now to correct a statement of my col- || Claims; and I therefore move that the message be 

Just, } y } y : g 

that the people of New York have been at various || league from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Rivcniz,} and || referred to that committee, and that it be printed. 
times charged with various sorts of combination || not adverted to by the gentleman from the Schuyl- Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, I desire to say 


to raise the price of various kinds of things, as || kill district, [Mr. Srravs.] Gentlemen have || something in regard to this matter,as I had some 
well as to depress them. While I do not charge spoken of 5,000,000 tons as the amount of coal an- || connection with it as a member of the Committee 
that this is so, I do say, if there was a disposi- | nually produced in Pennsylvania. I say it is nearer || on Revolutionary Claims, and as the gentlemen in 
tion to do such a thing, New York possesses | 10,000,000 than 5,000 ,000—5,000 ,000 being about whose favor the act was passed were and are citi- 
unexampled facilities for accomplishing it. I do |, the number of tons brought to the sea-board alone. || zens of South Carolina, Lest it might be sup- 
not say it is done, but there certainly has been a I desire to make this statement, in order that gen- posed that there has been something unfair in this 
combination of circumstances to produce this || tlemen when discussing this great coal question || transaction, or that they made an application to 
state of affairs. || may have some idea of the magnitude of thetrade, | Congress for money which they knew had been 

My honorable friend [Mr. Waceringe] avoids || and treat it with the consideration which its im- | paid, and thereby designed to defraud the Gov- 
this matter, but goes on to speak of the duty | portance demands. ernment, I desire to make a simple statement of 


on coal., His speech was able, and exhibited | Mr. HIESTER. I move that the committee || the facts. ; a : 

vast learning, and [ am really thankful to him for | do now rise. || The claim originated in this way: At the siege 
the light which he has thrown upon the matter. || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the gentle- || of Charleston, in 1750, General Lincoln, for the 
But if this gentleman will show me by his figures | man go home and get his dinner, if he wants it; || purpose of aiding in the fortifications, ordered that 
that anything done by Congress in reference to || but let us attend to the public business. ; certain buildings belonging to Mr. Prioleau, and 
duties upon coal could and would affect the | Mr. HOUSTON. If thecommittee are satisfied || situated on his wharf in the city of Charleston, 
market value of that article, I should be glad to i) with the bill, I will move thatthe committee do now || should be taken down and used for the fortifica- 
know it. || rise and report it, with the other bill, tothe House, | tions. It was done by the engineers. Immedi- 


Mr. WALBRIDGE, (interrupting.) If the || with the recommendation that it do pass. It isin || ately afterwards, Governor Rutledge appointed a 
gentleman really wants that experiment tested, | strict conformity with treaty and existing laws. commissioner, who, acting with a person appointed 
let him and his friends vote to take off the thirty | Its provisions have been examined with a great || by Mr. Prioleau, assessed the value of these build- 
per cent. duty upon coal, and he will soon, I think, || deal of care. The reading of the bill will occupy || ings at £10,000, South Carolina currency, which 
see the fact demonstrated, the: the market value || but a few minutes lonzer. Let us pass it, it can || comparatively with sterling money, was about 


of coal will be much lower. || easily be done to-night. we || seven forone. This was in 1780. Mr. Prioleau’s 
A discussion with that gentleman is always}; The CHAIRMAN. The motion is that the || claim was presented to the State of South Carolina 
blended with much courtesy and kindness, and [ | committee do now rise. immediately afterwards, and in 1782 laid before 


desire to answer him in the same spirit. He will || The question was taken; and the motion was || Congress, then sitting in Philadelphia; but noth- 
hot contend that when we add thirty per cent. | agreed to, there being, on a division—ayes 72, | ing was done with it until the organization of the 


uties to an article, we make it cheaper; and I do || noes not counted. present Government. It was then again presented 
not see how it is, that if you take off thirty per The committee thereupon rose; and the Speaker || ond referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, who 


cent. duty, and allow it to come in free—deduct- | having resumed the chair, the Ciairman reported || reported in its favor. Finally, in 1795, an act of 
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Congress was passed directing the payment of it, 
but with a condition that before payment Mr. 
Prioleau should produce the contract under which 
the buildings had been used. ‘This was a condi- 
tion annexed, which of itself excluded payment, 
because, from the very nature of the case, there 
was no contract made in relation to the matter. 
Mr. Prioleau died not long afterwards, and the 
matter rested in that way. 

In the second generation, between the years 
1830 and 1840, the Prioleau family in Charleston 
received a letter from some gentieman who had 
been connected with the Treasury Department 
here, informing them that this debt stood unpaid 
upon the Treasury books. T the first 


This was 
intimation that those who now claim had of any 
such debt. They requested a gentleman, whose 
name Ido not row remember, but whom I have 
seen since I have been here, who was then an 
officer of the Army, and a friend of the family, to 
make inquiries on the subject, when he came to 
Washington. Hedid so. The Treasury officers 
told him the debt stood on the books unpaid. 
Then one of the present claimants—the Messrs. 
Ravenal, who are as respectable gentlemen as any 
in the city of Charleston, or I believe | might say 
any in the world, thegrandsons of Mr. Prioleau— 
came on to Washington and examined the matter. 
The proper officers of the Treasury told him the 
debt stood thereon the books. Examination was 
made, and no evidence could be found that the 
debt had ever been paid. The officer expressed 
his willingness and readiness to pry it, under the 
act of 1795, but he said he could not do it unless 
the contract was produced, as required by that 
act. That, of course, they could not produce; 
and then they had no resource except to apply to 
Congress. 

About twelve years ago, I think, the applica- 
tion was first made. The claim was examined 
by committee after committee, and always re- 
ported on favorably. ‘The idea never entered into 
any man’s head that the debt had been paid. 
When I came here last winter and took my seat 
in the Senate, my attention was called to the sub- 
ject by Mr. Daniel Ravenal, one of the adminis- 
trators, who stands in the relation of personal 
friendship to myself. I moved to take the papers 
from the files, and refer them to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. The Senate agreed to 
this. The matter was examined in the committee 
by myself. When I came to investigate it, I 
found the facts which I have now detailed to be 
contained in the reports, and supported by the 
papers. A bill in favor of the legal representa- 
tives of Mr. Prioleau was reported and passed by 
the Senate. It was sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and it was passed there. The only 
difficulty in the case was to account for the fact, 
that the matter had remained dormant so long. 
The account which was given of that, and which, 
to my mind, was setisfactory, was this: Mr. 
Prioleau himself died soon after the passage of 
the act of 1795; and it was supposed th 
prosecuted his claim for fifteen years before he 
could get it allowed at all, and then allowed with 
an impossible condition, the old man became 
offended at this apparent injustice of his country, 
and abandoned his claim, and therefore his family 
knew nothing about it. 
passed and approved. 

Since that time, it appears, according to the 
message, to have been discovered that the old 
records of the loan office in Charleston show 
that this debt was funded as far back as 1797, 
although among the papers there was a letter 
from some of the officers of the Treasury, acknowl- 
edging that the debt had never been paid, and 
expressing a willingness to pay it, if the evidence 
required by the act of 1795 could be produced. 
There is among the papers accompanying the 
President’s message, as | have been told, a letter 
from the administrators of Mr. Prioleau, which 
Iam sorry to see was not printed with the mes- 
sage in the Union of this morning. That letter 


nat having | 


The bill was finally | 


declares their regret that the mistake should have | 


occurred. They say that the claim on their part 
originated entirely in mistake, and they abandon 
all rights under the act. Whether under these 
circumstances it be necessary to do anything 
more, I do not know. If gentlemen desire to 
refer the subject to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, very well; but if not, I do not see 
that it is necessary to do anything, because accom- 
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panying the President’s message is a letter from 
the administrators, in which they disclaim any 
right to receive the money appropriated. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to my friend 
from South Carolina that, under the circumstances 
he has stated, it is better that the reference should 
be made, and that those facts, accompanied also 
with the statement contained in the letter, of the 
immediate and prompt declining, on the part of the 
administrators, to prosecute this matter, should 
be embodied in a brief report. It is due to these 
gentlemen, in order to vindicate them from any 
suspicion of intentional wrong. 

Mr EVANS. I desire to have the letter which 
accompanies the message read. 
as follows: 

CHARLESTON, December 4, 1254. 

Dear Sin: We duly received your ietter of the 17th 
ultimo, and, with it, @ copy of your report to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, under date of 4th October, 1854, on the 
claim of the heirs of Samuel Prioleau, payment ot which 
was direcied by the act of Congress of 27in July , 1854. 

In reply, we beg leave to say, that the full and clear 
statement of the case, as set forth in the report, is, in our 
judement, conclusive of the fact, that the claim was settled 
With Samuel Prioleau under the act of 23th January, 1795, 
which we believed to have been unexecuted ; and, as the 
representatives of Samuel Prioleau, we acknowledge that 
we are satisfied of the fact. 

We deeply regret that no evidence of the settlement could 
be traced before our application to Congress, notwithstand 
ing the several, and we believe careful searches, made at 
our instance, and, On one occasion, during the presence of 
one of us. Had the intormation been then found which 
you have lately discovered, you, as well as ourselves, would 
have been spared much trouble, and we have been spared 
inuch pain. We trust, however, that Mr. Guthrie and your- 
self understand, that our course was suggested by a sense 
of duty to those whose interests we were bound, as execu- 
tors, to regard. And upon reviewing all the circumstances 
we do not see that we could have done otherwise than pre- 
fer the claim. 

We feel indebted to you for the kind spirit of your letter 
and report, aud for the pains you have taken to exhibit in 
the letter the whole case ; so that, whilst you present the 
proofs of payment you have also shown how it was that 
both we and the officers of the Department were led into 
error, and we tender you our thanks for the considerate 
candor with which you exonerate us from any improper 
motive. 

Whether the other claim adverted to in our letter of the 
10th of November, was ever prosecuted or settled, we have 
no means of ascertaining. We bave no information butthe 
vague and imperfect data referred to in that letter. You 
will be kind enough to excuse the delay in replying to your 
letter. We had persénally but a small interest in the 
claim, and it was desirable the other heirs should also be 
made acquainted with tie information you had communi- 
cated. 

We have the hunor to be, your obedient servants, 

JOHN RAVENAL, 
» DANIEL RAVENAL, 
Ezecutors of P. G. Prioleau, surviving executor of Sam- 
uel Prioleau. 

Evisua Wutrt.esey, Esq., Comptroller of the Treas- 

ury of the United States, Washington. 


Mr. EVANS. I am willing to agree to the 
motion of the Senator from California, to refer the 
message and documents to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, and order them to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of Reuben 
H. Grant, praying the payment of a claim against 


The Secretary read it, 


| the Choctaw Indians; which was referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of | 
the register and receiver of the land office at Fort | 
Des Moines, lowa, praying to be allowed the same | 


per centum on the sales of the public lands as was 


| allowed previous to the act of August 4, 1854; 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 


of the State of New York, who served in the war | 


of 1812, praying to be allowed additional bounty 


| Jand; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands. 


CONVENTION OF THE SOLDIERS OF 1812. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, some time 


| during the last autumn a convention was held in 


the State of New York of officers and soldiers of 


| the war of 1812; and they formed themselves into 


an association for the purpose of keeping alive 
feelings of friendship with each other, and patriotic 
associations in the public mind, and also with a 
view of making an appeal to Congress for such a 
provision as should be thought best for the sup- 
port of those of them who were in indigent cir- 
cumstances. I have received from the presiding 
officer of that body a communication, in which he 


\| informs me of a fact which I believe is well under- 
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stood otherwise, that on the eighth dav of Jan 
next a convention of the officers and soldiers 
the wer of 1812, throughout the United Siare 
will be held in the City of Washington; and * 
behalf of that association he requests me to tet, 
measures, if possible, to induce Congress to er 
vide, in the first place, that they may have the nes 
of the Hall of the Eiouse of Representatives ¢,, 


ss ior 
| their session; and, in the second place, that ; 


Utry 


of 


). 


a } i ., } f 7 me 
provision may De made for cefraying the eXpenseg 


of the members of that convention while they are 
attending its sittings. In regard to the first object 
of course neither the Senate nor myself have an. 
power over the subject. I merely state the wishes 
of that respectable body on that subject, and | 
trust they will meet with attention in the quarte; 
where it belongs. In regard to the other provis. 
ion—for defraying the expenses of these Vveterang 
—I! have to state that it would be in consonance 
with my own views of what would be right and 
just, wise and patriotic; but 1 am aware there ig 
liable to arise a difference of opinion as to the cop. 
stitutional power of Congress to make such ap 
arrangement. Unwilling to assume to present my 
own opinions on such a question, [ have take, 
occasion to consult with the chairman of the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs, [Mr. Suexps;] and, 
after conference with him, | have come to the 
conclusion to ask that this communicatidn be re. 
ferred to that committee. I hope they will give it 
their early attention, and if there be no constity. 
tional objection in the way, will recommend such 
action as they deem best in reference to the recep. 
| tion of this convention. I know that they will 
recommend such a disposition of the subject as to 
them shall seem proper and consistent with their 
obligations to the Constitution. I move, there. 
fore, to refer the communication to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CONGRESSIONAL AND JUDICIAL COMPENS:- 
TION. 


Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
increase the compensation of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, and of the members of both 
Houses of Congress; which was read a first and 
second time by unanimous consent, and consid- 

_ ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to make an addition, to take effect 
from the first Monday in December, 1854, of fifty 
per centaum upon the yearly compensation now 
allowed by law to the Chief Justice and Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and upon the per diem compensation, now allowed 
by Jaw, of Senators, Representatives, and Dele- 
gates in Congress. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire to 

|make a brief explanation in regard to the bill 
which I have presented to the Senate, to show the 
|| necessity and propriety of the measure. [ elieve 
all of us who have served here have been satisfied 
for years past that the compensation which we 
receive is entirely inadequate. For one, | am, 
and have long been, satisfied of it. I have felt, 
nevertheless, an extreme reluctance to interfere 
with the compensation of members upon any of 
the plans which have been heretofore proposed. 
| [have had great doubt and difficulty about the 
| plan which has often been suggested, of altering 
the mode in the compensation of the members 
of this and the other branch of Congress. It is 
known to us all that a bill, changing the mode of 
compensation from a per diem allowance to & 
yearly salary, was passed in the year 1816; that 
it produced universal dissatisfaction throughout 
the country; that, under a storm of indignation 
from the people of the United States, almost every 
| member of the Congress that passed it, was hurled 
from the seat which he occupied; and that at the 
next Congress, in submission to this general senti- 
ment, this stern expression of the public will, 
that law was repealed, and in the year IRIS the 
law which now reculates our compensation, was 
passed, taking effect from the 4th of March, i 
the year preceding the passage of that bill. It 1s, 
therefore, evident that at that period at least, there 
| was a decided objection in the public mind to that 
mode of compensation. I say that mode of com- 
pensation, because it is not conceivable that the 
amount of salary proposed to have been give, 
_ could have been the cause of such a wide-spread 
|| dissatisfaction. That salary was but $1,500 6 


any 


i 
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unry oe and [ think it would involve a reflection on inadequate compensations from year to year, | now come before them often involve millions of 
p/ ate Cente of the United States of that day to | while the disparity between the compensation and | property; and the question may with 5 ropriety 
itee e that they imagined the amount to be so the necessary demands of our situation has been be asked, whether any wise and judicious Legis- 
| : at on that account merely they refused yearly increasing, surely, sir, it cannot be said— | lature should commit the decision of such on 
take E i ferate their public servants who had made | if we now pass this bill—that we have shown any versies to needy and hall-provided mer Sir, 


, nrovision for themselves. 


: : Af. cir "le sat ¢t} 
[ assume If, therefore, sir, as clear that there 


indecent haste to furnish for ourselves that reason- 
able relief which we have long since granted to 


every American must feel proud to know that the 
ermine of that court has never heretofore been 


8 for chen a deep-rooted objection in the public | others. So much for that portion of the bill which touched with even a suspicion of corruption; bat 
ome ming to that mode of compensation—by a ealary relates to ourselves. is it wise in us, is it safe, according to the experi- 
enseg netead of a per diem allowan e. I think this is How stands the case with regard to the judges ence of mankind, to continue to press this experi- 
y ar er evident from the fact that wken Congress, | of the Supreme Court of the United States? They ment, and to keep men unprovided in such an 
bier edience to the general will of the people, | have been much in the same situation as the mem- | office, to leave them only such an allowance as 
any repeated the act of 1816, and established the | bers of both Houses of Congress. The present does not provide a decentand comfortable support 
isheg present rate of compensation, they increased not || rate of compensation to the judges of that court | for their families? Sir, they are the supreme 
nd | oly the per diem allowance which had prevailed | was fixed as far back asthe year 1819. It has arbiters in the last resort of controversies often 
arter before the act of 1816, but also the provision made || since received noaddition. lor thirty-seven years involving principles of vast moment, and some- 
OVis. under the head of mileage for members of both the members of this body and of the other House’ times millions of dollars; and ought not to be 
erang Houses of Congress, although previous to 1516 of Congress, and the judges of the Supreme Court, left to trials under which many wise, and some 
lance ail the inconveniences of attending the seat of || have remained without any measure beingadopted good men have fallen. They should have a 
& Government, all the expenses of getting here, had || by Congress for the amelioration of theircondition _ suflicient and honorable provision; they should be 
re j been greater than they were in 1818, when the || and for adapting their compensation to their in- _ freed from the perplexities of domestic want, the 
con. sal ‘ect was revised and the mileage increased. I || creased and increasing wants. pressure of private embarrassments, and thus be 








think, therefore, it would be unwise to make any 
effort towards restoring a method of compensa- 
tion whieh has prevailed but for one Congress in 
‘he more than sixty years of our political exist- 


I assume, with regard to the judges, that the 
salaries fixed in 1819 gave them but a reasonable 
compensation; and, if so, it is, I think, demon- 
strable that those salaries have now, from various 


enabled to devote, without interruption from pri- 
vate anxieties, all their best powers to the service 
of their country. 

But who are the men, sir, in whose behalf I 


and, ence under the Constitution, and which was then || causes, ceased even to approach a fair and reason- || make this appeal to your justice and magnanim- 
) the * repealed in consequence of a decided expression || able compensation. I will call the attention of ity? I may instance one or two without fearing 
Ne ree f disanprobation by the people, from one quarter || the Senate to two or three facts which will serve | tobeinvidious. Thereis the venerable magistrate 
ive it of the Union to the other. to show the change in the labors, and thebusiness, || who presides in that court. He deserves to have 


But independently of that, | have myself serious 
rfeulties about the establishment of a salary as 
the mode of compensation to members of Con- 


and the expenditures of the members of that court, 
from which the truth of my proposition will be 
sufficiently evident. 


applied to him the description which my Lord 
Coke gives of Chief Justice Wray. He is emphat- 
ically ‘‘a most reverend judge, of profound 





r will oress. I doubt greatly the propriety of the prin- In the six years commencing with 1809 and and judicial knowledge, accompanied with a ready 
as to iple of compensating members in that way; and | terminating with 1815, that court was in session | and singular capacity, grave and sensible elocu- 
their | am very certain, whether the principle be aright | altogether two hundred and six days, and decided || tion, and continual and admirable patience.’” He 
here- one or not, there are difficulties in the way of its | two hundred and thirty-three cases, making the is a noble specimen of what the judicial character 
littee aoplication, which will induce us, all other con- | average of cases decided by the court in each should be. Every Senator knows that he has dis- 


ej‘erations being put out of the question, to for- 
bear resorting to that mode of compensation. I 

‘SAS could mention them, but I deem it unnecessary. 
I propose, then, Mr. President, by this bill, so 
for as it affects the members of the two Houses of 


year to be thirty-nine, and of days in which they 
sat, thirty-six. In the six years between 1522 
and 1827, embracing a period commencing shortly 
after the salaries of the judges were fixed, the 
court was in session two hundred and sixty-three 


charged all the duties of his high office with an 
integrity unimpeached, with unsurpassed learn- 
ing, and with a decorum, a courtesy which has 
never, in a single instance, been swerved from its 
propriety. He has labored on without complain- 


tice, Congress, to leave the mode of compensation pre- || days, and determined one hundred and ninety- ing; he has asked nothing; but there, lookir o only 
il to cisely as it stands; to undertake to enter upon no || four cases, making the average of cases yearly _ to his country and his duty, and meeting increas- 
the speculation as to a new principle or system of | determined, to be thirty-two, and days in which — ing demands upon his time and strength with new 
both compensation; but, taking that which we have, to || they were in session forty-four. In the six years, exertions of energy and perseverance, he continues 
and add to the per diem allowance of the members of || from 1848 to 1853, inclusive, the judges were in | to preside in that high court, which is the sheet- 
nsid- this and the other House fifty per centum upon the || session six hundred and sixty-four days, and anchor of our institutions, a worthy successor of 


amount which was allowed by the act of 1818. determined four hundred and forty-eight cases, | that illustrious man who immediately preceded 


fect The first question which presents itself, when a | making an average of seventy-four cases decided him. 

fifty measure of that kind is brought to the attention of || in each year, and one hundred and ten days of Mr. President, look at the two junior judges 
now Congress,is, whether the proposed increase is fair, || actual session. of that court, from the extreme points of the 
clate and reasonable, and just; whether, assuming that | Now, sir, it is impossible to contemplate this Union, North and South; men of the highest 
ates, | =the allowance fixed in 1818 was then fair, reason- || enormous increase of business and vast additional | character for learning, for integrity, for talent, for 
wed able, and just, the altered condition of things in || consumption of time of the judges, without per- || judicial propriety and decorum; men in the prime 
Jele- the country would now make it but fair, reason- || ceiving that, if the salaries allowed in 1819 were of life; men who have been placed upon that bench 

able, and just, that the proposed addition should | then fair and reasonable, they haveentirelyceased with the prospect of having a jong career of use- 

» to he made? That is a subject upon which I sup- || to be so now. But, then, Mr. President, there is | fulness to their country, and of honor for them- 
bill pose there is no member of this or the other House || anotherconsileration. It must be recollected that | selves before them; men led by a natural and 
r the of Congress, who has not had the clearest and | this statement by no means furnishes to usan ade- honorable ambition, by a just professional pride, 
lieve most satisfactory means, both by experience and | quate view of the increase upon the labor and the _ elevating them above sordid considerations, to 
sfied observation, to enable him to decide in the affirm- | additional consumption of the time of the judges | accept a position the compensation of which is 
we ative. The increased expenditures, the large ad- || of that court, because we must recollect that, on not more, probably, than the fourth of what their 
am, vance in the price of living, the additional outlay || their circuits, in the advancing business and varied profession had produced, and would have con- 
felt, which is required from gentlemen who attend the | pursuits of the country, new classes of litigation | tinued for many years to produce, for them. Sir, 
fere sessions of Congress here, the advance upon all | have sprung up, and subjects have come in con-_ we had an example in the course of the last year, 
y of the necessaries, and all the conveniences of life, |, test in particular cases of such importance in which, to my mind, was a spectacle of moral sub- 
se(l. have been, at least, in a ratio equal to fifty per|| principle and value in amount, that, in a similar | limity, when we saw those two judges presiding, 
the centum since the year 1817. If that be so, it proportion, at least, have the circuit labors been one in the extreme North, the other in the ex- 
ring would seem to follow, as a necessary consequence, | enlarged, which, by law, they are required to per- treme South, calmly and fearlessly endeavoring 
berg that if there be the samé purpose now as there | form. Noristhisall. Whenajudge,asformerly, | to enforce the laws of the United States against 
It is was in 1818 in compensating members of Con- | was required to come here and spend perhaps a | the prejudices and the passions of an excited and 
e of gress; if the same end is to be obtained, the addi- || fortnight or three weeks in attending a term of the || embittered community. 1 do not advert to these 
oa tion which the bill proposes should be made to the || court, it exposed him to little personal sacrifice or | cases for the purpose of bringing up or making an 
that rate of compensation. inconvenience, and to very little expenditure. But invidious allusion to the particular questions dis- 
out Mr. President, the lezislation of Congress, since | now, sir, when every second year he spends six cussed, which produced excitement or discontent 
tion I have had the honor of a seat in this body, has || months in this place, and three months in the” in either case. [ have no such purpose; but, | 
ery demonstrated that what I have affirmed with re- | intervening year, it is actualiy equivalent to com- | trust, another and a higher one. I refer to the fact 
rled gird to our own compensation, and the necessity || pelling him to support two households. Hissac-| merely of the excitement—the popular outcry, 
the of its increase, is true. You, sir, and 1, wellknow, | rifice is great; his expenditure is great; his labor | and the manly firmness of the judges. I ask how 
nti- every gentleman who hears me knows, that in the | is enormous. important it must be—how inexpressibly import- 
vill, course of the last half dozen years, almost every The question then presents itself, Mr. Presi- | ant for our country and its institutions it is, and 
the officer in the executive branch of the Government, | dent, is it just, is it fair, is it magnanimous, that || must ever be—to have that bench adorned by 
was every officer who is employed in attendance upon | those public servants, gow the actual drudges of | magistrates possessing and exhibiting such quali- 
, 10 tither House of Congress, has had his compen- | the Commonwealth, should ve left with a com- | ties; by men standing like a rock, against which 
ws, sation largely increased—increased to the full | pensation which I think every gentleman knows | the waves of popular passion and the tomultuary : 
ere amount of the advance which this bill proposes — to be entirely inadequate? But, further, is itright, | outbursts of angry, and excited, and seditious men 
that to make in our compensation. We have been | is it safe for the country? Pause one moment, may harmless break, leaving the lofiy 4 d august 
»m- compelled to make it A sense of justice to the and consider the nature of their duties. These form of judicial power uninjured and towering far 
the employees of the Government has compelled us to judges no longer sit here to determine causes of , above them. 
en, makeit. And,after having made this advance in comparatively small moment, which, though they Now, Mr. President, if those high functions are 
ead the compensation of all the executive officers of may settle great principles, involve no large to be exercised, and by this court, (and we cannot 
0a the Government; after having served for totally | amount of pecuniary interests. The causes that prevent it, the court is established by the Consti- 
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tution itself, and an immense power, important to 
individual happiness and welfare, and to the gen- 
eral salely, 18 deposited in it by constitutional 
devolution—there it is, and there it must be)—I 
ask whether it is either wise, or just, or fair, or 
liberal, while the compensation of every officer of 
the Government, if we except the President of the 
United States, has been increased to meet the 
increase of expenditure, and the advancement of 
the country and the growing official labors and 
duties, t:. at we should leave these most important 
officers, these who must continue to exercise those 
high functions, these who are established by the 
Constitution itself, these for whom we can find no 
substitute, if we would, and have not the power 
to erect a substitute, if we could find one, ham- 
pered in their private relations, with all the incon- 
venience and embarrassments of a deficient sup- 
port, and have their minds distracted in the midst 
of their judicial duties, by the difficulties of meet- 
ing the pecuniary demands which devolve upon 
them as head of families? Is it just, or safe, or 
wise, as the spirit of adventure and speculation 
advances, as the opening up of new countries 
progresses, as the bringing forward of new and 
large subjects of litigation increases upon us, to 
leave them open, as needy and half paid men 
must be open, to temptations, before which many 
of the mighty have, in times past, fallen? Is it 
just to them? Is itsafe to us? Is it wise for the 
country? Sir, these questions can receive but one 
answer. The additional amount of expenditure 
from the Treasury I regard as nothing; it is but 
as the drop from the bucket; but the advantage of 
the measure to us, and to our country, is, in my 
apprehension, so large that it scarcely admits of 
exaggeration. 

There is another feature in regard to this bill, 
Mr. President, on which | wish to say a word. 
I have not made its provisions prospective merely. 
I have made it to commence with the present session 
of Congress. I have made it so because I consider 
it right thatit should beso. No gentleman who 
has come here this winter has failed to learn this 
fact--that if a sense of justice towards members 
of Congress requires that some addition should 
be made to their compensation, such increase was 
never more needed than it is now. I do not, 
therefore, yield to what I consider a fastidious 
modesty in professing that while I feel it is un- 
just that other gentlemen should serve for a to- 
tally inadequate compensation, | nevertheless 
think it right and just that | should serve for 
such myself. | do not arrogate to myself any 
superiority over my compeers here, but | have no 
hesitation in saying that I deserve to have, and 
that I need, better compensation than I receive 
under zhe existing law; and deserving it and 
needing it, | do not hesitate to vote it to myself. 


THE 


At the same time, Mr. President, in connection | 


with that, | would say that there is no gentleman 
in this Chamber who would divest himself more 
entirely of personal consideration than 1 would, 
and no one who would be less influenced by pe- 
cuniary consideration than I would. No one, if 
I thought it desirable, would more cheerfully 
surrender any such advantage than myself. But 
I lay no stress upon that provision. I think it 
right, and therefore I insert it; but | shall cheer- 
fully yield to any opinion of the Senate that it 
would be either wiser, or better, or more prudent, 
or more modest, or more self-denying to give to 
that portion of the bill a prospective operation. 
Mr. President, there is another point upon 
which I wish to submit a remark or two before | 
take my seat. You will have observed that the 
bill which I have presented to the Senate contains 


no reference to what is called the mileage of mem- | 


bers of Congress. We have often, sir, been 
admonished, by a portion of our fellcw-citizens 
who take an exceeding interest in our conducting 
the affairs of the nation with prudence, propriety, 
and justice, and who seem long since to have 
embraced the opinion that the wisdom of the 
nation rests with them—we have often been ad- 
monished, in various ways—through the news- 
paper press and otherwise—that we ought to 
diminish the mileage which is allowed to mem- 
bers of Congress. We have been told that great 
abuses have crept into the mileage system, and we 
have been invoked to abolish or reduce the ine- 
quality which exists in the mileage given to the 
different members of this and the other branch of 
Congress. 1 have seen already, since I gave notice 


of my intention to introduce this bill, a very kind 
intimation that it would be well for me to seize the 
present occasion to accomplish a reform in that 
direction. Sir, I receive all these intimations with 
great kindness; but I have never let my mind be 
disturbed in theleast by them. Iam opposed to any 
proposed interference with the subject of mileage. 

I maintain thst the present system of mileage 
is, upon the whole, just and right, and dictated by 
a wise policy, though there may be individual 
cases in which it cannot be said that it is just or 
right, as there will be under all general laws, frame 
them as you will. As a system itis founded upon 
a wise and just principle, and makes a discrim- 
ination which, in the main, is a proper and just 
discrimination. For instance, there is my friend 
from Texas, who is not now in his seat, and who 
is at the head of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, [Mr. Rusk;} he receives in the 
short session of Congress, a great deal more 
money than 1 do. He has asum allowed him for 
mileage that is perhaps some eight or ten times as 
large as is allowed to me; but supposing that I 
had equal claims upon the country, and brought 
as large an amount of weight and influence into 
the deliberations of this body as my absent friend 
does, and that we stood therefore precisely upon 
an equality in all those respects which concern the 
effective representation of our respective States, is 
any injustice done by this inequality? There is 
none, sir, in my opinion; and I have a very short 
and simple method of testing that inquiry by ap- 
plying it to myself. I would rather attend a ses- 

| sion of Congress in this city from the place in 
which I reside, without any mileage, than to 
attend a session of Congress in this city from the 
State of Texas, or attend a session of Congress in 
St. Louis, or Louisville, or Cincinnati, or Texas, 
from my present home, with three times the mile- 
age that is paid to my honorable friend from 
Texas. 

There is, in my opinion, an entire misappre- 
hension in the public mind with regard to the 
purpose for which Congress, in 1818, settled this 
question of mileage. It was not with the view, 
wholly or chiefly, of furnishing to members a sum 
of money to cover their traveling expenses. It 
was no such thing, 
made to give what was thought to be a more 
adequate compensation, in the form of a salary, 
to members of Congress. The public reprobation 
of that measure had compelled its repeal. But, in 
adjusting a new method of compensation, what 
did Congress do? When all the conveniences and 
all the facilities of traveling had increased, and 
when all the expenses of traveling had been di- 
minished, they increased the allowance for what 
is called mileage. Why, sir; why? 

Mr. President, on looking at the subject, it is 
impossible to resist the conclusion that they 
adopted it as a method by which some equality of 
compensation, in the true sense of equality, might 
be made to gentlemen who were called, in the ser- 
vice of their country, to attend either House of 
Congress. It was thought, and thought reason- 
ably, and thought justly, that the sacrifice to a 
gentleman who left his home to go to a distance 
of twenty-five hundred or three thousand miles 
to attend a session of Congress, was vastly greater, 

| the inconvenience to him was vastly greater, the 
| loss of his business, the disorder of his private 
affairs, were vastly greater than in attending a ses- 
sion of Congress near to the place of his abode, 
/and the compensation was adjusted upon the 
mileage, with a view to make, as far as possible, a 
real equivalent for the supposed and real difference 
which existed in the loss and the sacrifice neces- 
sarily involved in such an attendance by persons 
| remote from the seat of Government. 

I have, therefore, always been opposed to inter- 
fering with the subject of mileage. Iam opposed 
to itnow. If it were possible to equalize the sub- 
| ject of mileage by bringing those up who get too 
little, it might commend itself as a wise and judi- 
cious economy. But, in gy opinion, it would be 
both unwise and unjust to interfere in the manner 
| proposed with the mileage now allowed, and 

which, considering it as a system, is founded upon 
sound principles, and accomplishes, in the main, 
the purposes of justice which the framers of the 
system intended to accomplish. 

But, sir, with regard to our per diem. All of 
us feel that we fall greatly short of what we ought 

ito have. Why, sir, is the fact known to you, is 
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it known to the country, that, at this session of 
Congress, every gentleman who lives within, 
reasonable distance of the capital, will receive lexg 
compensation for his attendance and services here 
than nearly every one of the officers of the Senate. 
greatly less than any of the clerks in the Seer. 
tary’s office; by no inconsiderable sum, compared 
to the whole amount, less than the pay of ¢} 


: ; he 
messengers in the service of the Senate? Cay 
that be right, or reasonable, or just? Do we no, 


+ 


bring here equal claims upon our country witli the 
messengers who are employed in our service? |, 
not our time as valuable to us, and, when devoted 
to the public, as valuable to the public? Can it be 
reasonable, and just, and respectable, and honorg. 
ble, that the members of either House of Congress 
should receive, during the session, less money for 
their attendance than is paid to the messengers 
who attend upon the committees, and who attend 
j at our doors, and prosecute the other duties of 
their stations, and thus promote the convenience of 
members in their private as well as in their pubiic 
relations? 

If you go into the executive department the 
disproportion is still greater. Even aclerk of the 
lowest grade receives a yearly compensation 
greater than, at a short session of Congress, the 
members of each House receive who live withing 
reasonable distance—who do not live more than 
five hundred miles from the capital—and the addi- 
tion which those who do live beyond that distance 
receive in the shape of mileage is but a fair effort 
to compensate them for the greater sacrifices which 
they make and the greater inconveniences which 
they endure than their brother members. 

Sir, I think the provisions of this bill are founded 
in reason and justice. It is free from the objec- 
tions which I stated two years ago, to the measure 
moved by my friend, then in this body, from the 
State of Kentucky, {Mr. Underwood.} It leaves 


‘| all the principles of the present law untouched, 


and simply makes what I deem a reasonable addi- 
tion to the compensation of the judges of the Su- 
preme Court, and of the members of both Houses 
| of Congress. 

I have no doubt that the measure will commend 
itself to the approval of the whole American peo- 
ple; and I hope that it will receive the sanction of 
the Senate and of the other House of Congress. 

I will not, Mr. President, at this time, unless 
some Senator desires it, move any reference of the 
bill; but, with the approbation of the Senate, will 
let it take its place upon the Calendar, and be 
printed, so that the Senate may hereafter take it 
up, and make any disposition of it they think 
proper. I therefore ask that that course may be 

| pursued. Let the bill take its place upon the Cal- 
endar, and let it be printed. 

| The further consideration of the bill was post- 

poned until to-morrow; and it was erdered to be 

printed. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Putnam, reported it 
back without amendment. 

NOTICES OF A BILL. 

Mr. SHIELDS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
establishment of a marine hospital at Galena, 
 Ilinois. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, asked and obtained the 
/ unanimous consent of the Senate to bring in a bil 
for the relief of Julia Frances Peebles, and Georg? 
Washington Peebles, of Illinois; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred, 
together with the memorial and papers of the par 
ties on the files of the Senate, to the Committee 
, on Public Lands. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obtained leave to 1ntro- 
duce a bill granting to railroad companies o 
years in which to pay the duties on iron importe 
for railroad purposes; which was read twice OY 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that a had passed a bill making 
| appropriations for the payment of invalid an 
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nsions of the United States forthe year || by that officer with them for the transportation of 
the mail from Washington to Fredericksburg, and 
from Fredericksburg to Richmond, which con- 
tracts bear date the 3d of December, 1847. 
In October, 1847, the Richmond, Fredericks- 
burg, and Potomac Railroad Companies refused 
to transport the mail of the United States without 
an increased compensation, and demanded a rate 
of compensation greater than that for which the 
Postmaster General was authorized to contract by 
law. He proceeded to advertise for proposals to 
carry the mails between Washington and Rich- 
mond by post coaches; and proposals were made, 
| accepted, and contracts entered into, for the trans- 
portation of the mails between the points named— 
one contract for the mail between Washington 
and Fredericksburg, and one for the mail between 
Fredericksburg and Richmond—at the aggregate 
sum per annum of $13,000. The contracts were 
taken by the memorialists, and were to commence 
on the 10th of December, 1847, and to expire on the 
30th of June, 1851, making the term of service 
nearly three years and seven months. The con- 
tracts were taken with the understanding and with 
the just expectation that the full term of service 
would be enjoyed, and with this expectation the 
contractors were induged to incur extraordinary 
expenses in stocking and opening a route upon 
brief notice, and at the commencement of winter. 
The fact that the contractors had good reason 


other Pune 30, 1856. 
\jso, that they had passed the bill from the 
ate for the better preservation of life and prop- 

y from vessels shipwrecked on the coasts of 
the United States. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill for the 
relief of Jacob McLellan; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the President pro tempore. 


RIVER IMPROVEMENTS IN MICHIGAN. 


Mr.STUART. Mr. President, I am instructed 
by the Committee on Commerce to report back, 
with certain amendments, the bill which was re- 
ferred to them “* making appropriations for deep- 
ening the channel over the St. Clair flats, and for 
deepening the channel over the St. Mary’s river, | 
in the State of Michigan.”’ I will state in a few 
words what the amendments are. After filling | 
the blanks in the bill, the committee simply rec- 
ommend a change of its phraseology so as to 
limit the appropriation for the St. Mary’s im- 
provement to such surveys as have already been 
made. The whole appropriation necessary can- | 
jot now be made with propriety, because the War 

.ment has not yet received the proper in- 
,wation. The officer in charge has been applied 
to, but his report has not yet been received. My 
colleague [Mr. Cass] has asked for that informa- || to understand that the contract would not be aban- 
tion, and if that shall be received before the bill doned, appears from the statement of the Post- 
be finally acted upon, we shall move to amend it | master General, Hon. Cave Johnson. It appears, 
go as to cover the whole ground. | however,*that within the first year of the service 

The bill and amendments were ordered to be || the Posimaster General succeeded in effecting a 
printed. || satisfactory contract with the railroad companies; 

and hence, on November 30, 1848, he gave notice 
to the contractors of the abandonment of his con- 
tract with them, to take effect the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1848. Thereupon the contractors called upon 
the Postmaster General for compensation for their 
extraordinary losses, and in his reply the opinion 
was distinctly expressed, that it would be just to 


. . || give additional and equitable indemnity to the 
tion was agreed to; and the bill was |) ® i ee 
owe 5 : contractors, who are the present memorialists, but 


= ee considered as in Com- | he had no legal power to afford the relief. 
cyeopoees to direct the payment of $4150 to | fom the pela characte of he con, 
Isaac Swain, for damages to theship Ellen Brooks, || MSMONAls!Ss a oer 
: : --? || at least receive a fair indemnity for their actual 
his property, while employed in conveying mili- om . . 
‘ - ¥ . : || losses, which are estimated by the committee at 
tary supplies from Benicia, California, to Gov- 
} the sum of three thousand dollars. 
ernment posts near that place, under the order of o 8 ae ; an 
. : The bill was reported to the Senate without 
the proper officers, and detention of the vessel hird and 
' . . ae amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
beyond the time stipulated in the charter-party. thiedl Vine. Gad Snaiiad 
Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I will explain | ee : 
the bill briefly to the Senate. The proper oflicers _ HOUSE BILL REFERRED. : 
of the United States entered into a contract with |} The bill from the House of Representatives, 
Captain Swain for the transportation of stores || making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
from Valparaiso to Benicia. On arriving at Be- || and other pensions of the United States for the 
uicia he notified the proper officers of his readiness | year ending June 30, 1856, was read twice by its 
to deliver the stores. He was required to land |) title, and referred to the Committee on I'inance. 
them at a certain point up the river, at which the || ISRAEL KETCHAM 


nding was not usual, and was not required by | On motion by Mr. CHASE, the bill for the 
thecharier-party. In consequence of his endeavors | relief of Israel ICetcham was read a second time, 


ee eee a = — and considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
vee a8 Camaged to te amount of about py ou": || proposes to direct the payment to Israel Ketcham, 


This damage was proved to the satisfaction of the | (a sub-contractor under Farrow and Harris, con- 
committee, and it constitutes one of the items al-| tractors for erecting a fortification on Dauphin 
lowed in the bill. The other item is for detention, Island, in Mobile bay, in the year 1819,) the sum 
under the contract, beyond the time stipulated in | of $17,528 55, the amount due to Ketcham from 
oa une eee These two items constitute the Farrow and Harris, for labor and materials fur- 
mole of the allowance made by the Committee on || nished by him for the fortification, payment 
Chain. In making this allowance the committee | whereof was intended to be secured by the proviso 
were unanimous. They disallowed by far the |’ 1 the act of the 3d of March, 1825, “ for the 
greatest portion of the claim; but, so far as the || retief of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris.” 


a they all think it clearly just and equi- | In the year 1818, Farrow and Elarris entered 


er 


ail 
Sena 


ISAAC SWAIN. 

Mr. CHASE. I ask the Senate to indulge me | 
by taking up for consideration a private bill which 
ought to have been acted on at the last session of 

Congress, but was not. I move to take up for | 
consideration Senate bill for the relief of Isaac 

Swain. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without '| into a contract with the United States for the con- 
: | struction of a fortification at Dauphin Island, in 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third E 

reading, read a third time, and passed. 


GRAHAM AND FINNALL. 


|| Mobile bay; and in 1819 entered into a contract 

} with Mr. Ketcham to furnish labor and materials 

|| for that purpose. In compliance with his con- 

Mr. WELLER. Iask the Senate to take up | tract, he took out from New York a number of 
the bill for the relief of James S. Graham and | mechanics and laborers, with provisions, imple- | 
Walker H. Finnall, which passed the House of || ments, and materials, to Dauphin Island, in doing 
Representatives at the last session, but was not || which he expended -$20,000, and the only sum 
acted on in the Senate for want of time. | 
_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill. 
Its object is to give authority to the Postmaster | 


received of Farrow and Harris for this expendi- 
| ture was $5,000. 
| The erection of this fortification was subse- 
| quently abandoned by the Government, and 
| several acts have been passed by Congress for the 
General to pay to Graham and Finnall the sum | relief of Farrow and Harris, with the view of 
of $3.000, as compensation in full for the losses indemnifying them for their losses consequent | 
sustained by them, by reason of the abandonment || Upon the abandonment of the work by the | 
by the Postmaster General of two contracts made || United States. One of these acts, passed the 3d | 
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March, “+ ene the accounting officers 
to pay to Nimrod Farrow, survivine contracto 
ihe ame of $73,747 78, and to annem 
all liens and securities held by the Government 
for advances made on the contract, but it was 
provided that Farrow, before receiving any of 
the personal property to be delivered, and before 
being entitled to receive the money mentioned, 
should enter into a bond to the Secretary of War, 
with security in the penal sum of §120,000, to 
appropriate the net proceeds of the personal 
property, and the money to be received, towards 
the payment of the debts contracted by Farrow 
and Harris, or either of them, or any other person 
or persons contracting under them for supplies 
furnished and services rendered in and about the 
erection of the fortification; and if there was an 
surplus, after paying the debts so cuuteatiel 
l‘arrow was to pay to Harris, or his legal repre- 
sentatives or assigns, his just proportion of the 
surplus. It was made the duty of the Secretary 
of War, upon the application of any of the par- 
ties interested, and satisfactory proof of the 
failure of Farrow, to fulfill the conditions, to 
cause the bond to be prosecuted for the benefit of 
the party or parties making such application, and 
of such persons as might have an interest in the 
bond. 

The petitioner thinks that, by this provision, 
he was entitled to the payment of his claim out of 
the $73,747 appropriated by the act, and com- 
plains that, after the failure of Farrow to pay 
him, he applied to the Secretary of War to have 
suit brought on the bond filed with him for the 
security of the sub-contractors; but no suit was 
brought, and he thinks the Government should 
be responsible for the misapplication, by its offi- 
cers, of the fund provided for his relief. 

Having failed to receive any part of his claim, 
either from Farrow and Harris or from the Sec- 
retary of War, Mr. Ketcham thinks the Govern- 
ment is bound in equity and justice to pay him 
the amount to which he was entitled under the 
proviso of the act of 1825, and which Congress 
intended should have been paid out of the appro- 
priation made in that act, but of which he was 
deprived through the laches of the Secretary of 
War. 

The committee are not disposed to admit that it 
is the duty of the Government to interpose for the 
protection of a sub-contractor against loss by the 
failure of the principal, or from any other cause. 
Bat it appears, from the terms of the act of 1825, 
that, under the peculiar circumstances of this case, 
Congress deemed it to be its duty, not only to 
grant relief to the contractors, but to provide ex- 
pressly that the relief should be extended to the 
sub-contractors and other creditors of the original 
contractors. Congress having adopted that prin- 
ciple in this particular case, the question now pre- 
sented appears to be whether its benefits shall be 
secured to the petitioner. The committee are sat- 
isfied that he was a bona fide creditor of Farrow 
and Harris for material and labor furnished for the 
execution of their contract with the Government, 
and that his claim was intended to be embraced by 
the proviso in the act of 1825; and that he failed 
to receive any portion of the money appropriated 
by that act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 13, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirscrn. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
SAMUEL PRIOLEAU. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message of the President: 


Prayer 


To the Senate and Houseof Representatives: 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Sam- 
uel Prioleau, deceased, which provided for the payment of 


the sum of $6,928 69, to the legal representatives of said 








ee 
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Prioleau, by the proper accounting officer of the Treasury, 


wa pproved by me ‘nly 27, 1854. It having been ascer 


tained that the identical claim provided for in this act was 


liquidated and paid under the provisions of the general act 


of Au t 4, 1799, and of the special act of Januar 1 
1795, 1 First Comptroller of the Treasury declined to 
give to the law Orst abo relerred to without corm 
mun ting the facts formy consider u. This refusal I 
regurd as fully justiued by the fa upon Which it was 
predicated 


In view of the destruction of valuable papers by fire in 


the building oecupied by the Treasury Department in 1814, 
and again in 1833, it is not surprising that cases like this 
should, more than seventy years after the transaction with 
which they were connected, be involved in much doubt. 
The report of the Comptroller, however, shows conclu 
sively, by record evidence still preserved in the Department 
and elsewhere, that the sum of 86,122 44, with $3,918 36 
interest thereon from the date of the destruction of the 
properiy—makeng the sum of £10,040 80—was allowed to 
Samuel Prioleau under the act for his relief passed in 1795 

That amount was reported by the Auditor to the Comp 
troller on the 14th day of February, 1795, to be funded as 
follows, to wit 
Two thirds of 36,122 44, called6 per cent. stock $4,081 63 
One third, called deferred stock............... 2,040 Bl 


Interest on the principal, called 3 percent. stock 3,918 35 


#10 040 80 


On the books of the loan office of South Carolina, under 
date of April 27, 1795, is an entry showing that there 


was issued of the funded 6 per cent. stock to Samuel 


PR os we-c 4 cc bunvnsekaeisen nbs bees bendek $4,081 63 
a rr ee eee 2,040 Bl 
Of the J per cent. stock..... 606 benbe0deneeeces 3,918 36 


S10,040 80 


On the ledger of said loan office an account was opened 
with Samuel Prioleau, in which he was credited with the 
three items of stock, and debited by the transfer of each 
certificate to certain persons named under dates of May 
20, 1795, August 24, 1795, and April 19, 1796. 

These records show thatthe account of Samuel Prioleau, 
re quired to be settled by the act of January 28, 1795, was 
settled ; that the value of the property destroyed was al 
lowed ; that the amount so found due was funded by said 
Prioieau, and entered by his order on the loan office books 
of South @arolina, and coon thereafter by him sold and 
transferred. That the entire funded debt of the United 
States was long since paid is matter of history. 

Itis apparent that the claim has been prosecuted under 
a misapprehension on the part of the present claimants. 

I 


Comptrotier, and embodied in his report, for your consider- 


present the evidence in the case collected by the First 


ation, together with a copy of a letter just received by that 

Officer from the executor of P. G. Prioleaun, and respect- 

fully recommend the repeal of the act of July 27, 1854. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE, 

Wasuincton, December 11, 1854. 

Mr. AIKEN. I move that the message be laid 
upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The claim was _ passed 
through the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, and the Chair would suggest that the mes- 
sage and accompanying papers be now given the 
same direction. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
and accompanying papers be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revoluuonary Pensions. 

Mr. AIKEN. Ido not think the reference as 
indicated is at all necessary. There was a mistake 
evidently in the first instance. It has been cor- 
rected, and the matter arranged since. The parties 
concerned acknowledge the error into which they 
were led. | repeat, that I see no reason for again 
referring the matter to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. No further action is demanded 
on our part, and, therefore, | have moved thatthe 
message be laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Arken’s 
motion was agreed to. 


CLERKS T) COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FAULKNER. [I am instructed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to introduce the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
authorized to employ a clerk at the usual pay.of four dol 
lars per day, for such time as he is actually employed. 


I move that the message | 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move an 
amendment, authorizing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to employ a clerk upon the same terms. 
Vir. Speaker, 1 will say in reference to the 


5 , sz J t > ; 
amendment, that the Louse referred certain mat- 
ters of investigation to that commiuttee at the last 
session, and authorized it to employ a clerk so 


long as the investigation continued. ‘By a sul se- 
quent resolution that investigation was extended 
to all other matters before the late Mexican com- 
mission. It is somewhat doubtful whether the 
committee would not be 1 to employ a 
clerk until the conclusion of thatinvestigation. It 
is possible that that resolution may now authorize 
them, but this amendment will make the matter 
certain. I think every member of the committee 
is satisfied that, having a great deal of very im- 
portant business to attend to, it is a matter of 
impossibility to get along without a clerk. 

Mr. DISNEY. I think that the better course 
would be to make the resolution general, and pro- 
vide for clerks to all the standing committees. I 
believe that most of them had clerks at the last 
session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
may not want clerks. 

Mr. DISNEY. I make no objection.to any 
course desired by gentlemen; I merely threw out 
the suggestion. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to; the resolution, as amended, was 
then adopted. 


autnori 


Some of the committees 


USURY LAWS. 

Mr. BOYCE, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire and report as to the é€xpediency of the 
repeal of the usury laws, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

NEW ORLEANS 

Mr. DUNBAR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, as follows: 

A joint resolution to modify, or change the 
origival plan of the custom-house at New Orleans. 

‘The joint resolution was read in extenso. 

It provides that the provisoes appended to the 
several appropriations for the custom-house at 
New Orleans shall be so modified as to substitute 
wrought-iron beams, and to substitute some light 
fire-proof material for the roof, which shall relieve 
the walls from superfluous weight. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I have here a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, which will explain the 
necessity for the passage of the resolution. 

The letter was read by the Clerk, giving reasons 
why the modifications in the original plan shouid 
be made. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I will merelystate, in addition, 
that owing to the nature of the soil upon which 
the very large custom-house at New Orleans is 
being erected, it is necessary to make these altera- 
tions in the plan which are recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ‘There is an urgent 
necessity that there should be immediate action 
upon the subject. It will cost less to finish the 
building upon the plan now proposed than upon 
the original plan, and it will quite equal in 
beauty and durability. I think there can be no 
objection to the passage of the resulution, and I 
ask unanimous consent that it be put upon its 
passage. 

The joint resolution was then ordered toa third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed 

Mr. DUNBAR moved that the vote by which 
the resolution passed be reconsidered, and that the 


CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


| are concerned, yet, in future, persons may rise y 


|| course would be for him to present such a 
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ee 


in velation to that bill odatint which we have 
some diffic _: 
Opp ysed to 


had 
I will state that while | am 


terfering with anything proceed 


ine 
‘om my heiaeahl e friend from South Caroling 
[Mr. Aixen,] Ll am satished that we could purgye 


course Letter than the one he has suevesie 
relation to this case. 

‘The bill to which that letter relates stands , 
your statute-books unrepealed, and while I anor. 


hend no difficulty, so far as the present genera 


n 


ion 


who have forgotten the transaction, and m Ly Come 
forward with claims for the appropriation w! 
has not been paid. 1 think the better course woy id 
be for us to reconsider the vote by which this ¢ ui 
munication was laid upon the table, and to refer jt 
to the committee which had charge of the bil|i 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, | 
think—with instructions to report a biil for the 
repeal of the original bill. I say I haveno a ppre- 
hension of any difficulty from the present genera. 
tion, but generations may rise up hereafier who 
may come to your records and find the bill unre. 
pealed, without the evidence that the money has 
Soon already paid. I hope, therefore, that my 
honorable friend from South Carolina wil! concur 
with me that it wouid be better to refer this « 
munication to the committee who originally had 
charge of the subject, with instructions to report 
a bill repealing the original bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 would sug. 
gest to the gentleman from Alabama that a shorter 
himself. It could be done in three lines. 

Mr. COBB. If I could have the opportunity 
of reporting such a bill, l should have no ot} sjection 
to that course. 

Mr. AIKEN. 


I have no objection whatever 


| to the course indicated by the gentleman from 


Alabama, though | think it is entirely unneces- 
sary. I think, if the gentleman knew the parties 
themselves, he would not consider any such action 
necessary. 

Mr. COBB. I said I had no apprehension in 
reference to these parties, but that generations 
might rise up hereafter which might not prove 


quite so honorable. 


Mr. AIKEN. 


I presume there is some mis- 


| apprehension in reference to the circumstances 


| connected with the case. 


As soon as the error 


| was discovered, the parties made the fact known 


to the Treasury Department. Mr. Whittlesey 


| has presented us with a report upon the subject, 


which will go upon the records, accompanied 
with the letter stating that the money has been 


aid so that there can be no possible danger of 


| any mistake resulting in the future. 


If the gen- 


| tleman wishes to have the act repealed, however, 
I have no sort of objection; but I would suggest 


that it would be better to repeal the act at vice 
without referring the communication at all. 

Mr. ORR. | believe the Clerk has prepared a 
bill, which I now ask the consent of the House to 


’ 


offer. 


motion to reconsider be laid upon the table; which || 


latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 
ment, a bill of this House (No. 437) for the relief 
of Isaac M. Sigler, of Putnam county, ndiana, 
and a joint resolution (No. 38) for the relief of the 
children of Cay ptain Thomas Porter, deceased. 


SAMUEL PRIOLEAU-—AGAIN,. 
Mr. COBB. I rise toa privileged question. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which the letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, which was 


read this morning, was laid upon the table. Itis | 


~ 


There was no objection, and the bill was read & 
first and second time by its title, afore’ to be 
engrossed and read a third time, and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read a third time, a! nd 
passed. 

The message of the President in relation to the 
bill was then laid upon the table. 


CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION. 

Mr. LATHAM.. I ask the consent of the 
House to make a report from the Committee on 
Public Lands, in order that the same may be laid 
upon the table and printed. 

Several Memsers. What is it about? 

Mr. LATHAM. It is a report upon House 

ill No. 547, entitled ** A bill to continue in force, 
i a limited time, the provisions of the act of 
Congress of 3d March, 1851; and the second sec- 
tion of its supplement of 18th January, 155 4, 30 
as to enable the board of land conimissioners 10 
California to close their adjudication of private 
land titles in that State, and for other purposes. 

[ do not wish to have the report read. I only 
wish to have it laid upon the table and printed. 

No objection being made, the report was OF- 
dered to lie upon the table and be printed. 

CLERK FOR PUBLIC LAND COMMITTEE. 

Mr. DISNEY. I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands to offer the following 
resolution: 


a beer E 





weele, 











od. That the Committee on Public Lands be au- 
A t ta mploy a clerk during the present session, al a 


a »ysation not exceeding four dollars a day. 
M CORB. lam a member of the Committee 
: Pu vic Lands. I objected to that resoiution 
ange committee, and voted against it, and | feel 
* 7 . mv duty to object to it here. 
it to be Mm : 


vp. SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 


pic 
resolulion cannot be received. 


pRINTING OF MORTALITY STATISTICS. 
Mr. MURRAY. Iam instructed by the Com- 
‘ee on Printing to offer the following resolu- 


mit 
won: 
Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the mem- 
“ ft je present House of Representatives, fiiteen thon- 
7 “ opie sot that portion of the returns of the Seventh 
aan us which relates to the mortality statistics of the 
= cad States, to be arranged by the Superintendent of the 
saa Provided, The same shall be printed in royal 
cuane juorm, and not to exceed three hundred pages. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Secretary of 
the Interior has, I think, informed us that the 
Superintendent of the Census has performed his 
“ies, and resigned his office; and I believe that 
the same Department has asked for one clerk to 
take charge of all the census returns from 1790 to 
the present time, and to furnish such information 
as may be called for from those returns. I can, 
therefore, see no necessity for that resolution, as 
there is no person to execute it. I think it is 
quite unnecessary to adopt it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg leave to say further, 
that | remember very well that when this subject 
was under consideration, two years ago, these 
returns were found to be so inaccurate, that Con- 
gress, at that time, refused to have them published. 
if any gentleman will take the troub!e to investi- 
cate the facts then elicited, I am satisfied they will 
find that we should merely be diffusing error by 
this publication. I therefore hope that we shall 
publish 1 othing of the kind. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resoiuuion. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I wish to say to this 
House that, two years since, I attended a meeting 
of the Medical Association of the United States in 
the city of Richmond, and that that body unani- 
mously asked this House, by petition, to publish 
these mortality statistics of the census of 1850. I 
know that it was the unanimous opinion of the med- 
ical faculty, from all the States of the Union, then 
congrezated at Richmond, that those statistics 
oughtto be published. 1 know, still further, that 
there is no other body of men in the country so 
well fitted to give an intelligent opinion on the sub- 
ject as that very association; and they unanimously 
asked that these facts should be published. | know 
of no statistics that are so likely to be correct. If 
they ere not correct, it is because a set of men 
were sent abroad to collect facts who were un- 
suited to the performance of that duty. The fact 
of a birth, or a death, or a marriage, in a family, 
it appears to me, is very likely to be remembered 
for one year, at least. 

We have published the statistics of the produce 
of the country; the number of bushels of wheat 
and potatoes; the value of fowls and hen-roosts, 
and all matters of that kind; but when you were 
asked, by the medical faculty of the United States, 
to furnish a clerk to collect the mortality statistics, 
and send those statistics to them, you refused to 
doit. The Medical Society of the State of New 
York—a very learned body, in my estimation— 
have had this subject under consideration, and 
have petitioned this House to publish these facts. 
The whole medical world asks it; and I say to 
every member of this House, that you can send 
ho document to your physician—if he is an intel- 
ligent man—that he will prize so highly as this. If 
you wiil permit the medical faculty to send a com- 
mittee to investigate these papers, and publish 
them themselves, they will do it at their own cost; 
and | would say to my friends in this House that 
I really think the medical faculty are better judges 


. what they want than this House can possibly 
e 


a 


I object to the 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Permit me to make asug- 
£estion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
introduction of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution came in as a 
report from the Committee on Printing, and the 

hair thinks that the objection cannot afiect it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is a privileged report. 


I objected to the 


| tion of vitality statistics. 
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Mr. JONES. I suppose that the Committee on 
Printing have no right to select portions of docu- 
ments, sent to a former Congress, and report in 
favor of prinung them. ‘They have no right to 
bring in such reports as that under the rule that 
allows them to report at any time. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to say that the Committee on 
Printing obtamed jurisdiction of the matter by a 
resoluuion referred to them by this Liouse having 


- Special reference to the statistics of mortality. 


The SPEAKER. In that case, the Chair thinks 
that the resolution is properly before the House. 

Mr. JONES. When was that resolution re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing? 

Mr. STANTON. At the close of the last ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; but you will recollect 
zhat all that fell through. This is is a new Com- 
mittee on Printing, and the matters referred to the 
committee of last session cannot be acted on by 
the present committee. 

The SPEAKER. The question arises whether 
the objection of the gentleman from Tennessee 
does not come too late. 

Mr. JONES. I made it some time since. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect 
hearing the objection. 

Mr. JONES. | made the objection at the close 
of my remarks. I distinctly stated that I objected 
to the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Jones] to say that the 
medical faculty desires to have, the facts upon the 
subject published. I have no doubt but that the 
medical faculty desires to have the facts in ques- 
tion; but they wiil not get the facts by this pub- 
lication. These gentlemen suppose that the 
statistics have been accurately collected by the 
Census Bureau, but if any of them were to go to 
that office, and examine these statistics for them- 
selves, they would ascertain that they are entirely 
unreliable. 1 do not understand from the gentle- 
man that any members of the medical association 
which he spoke of ever did examine the compila- 
If any of them had 
taken the trouble to go to the Census Bureau for 
that purpose, they would have found that there is 
no information there that would be of any service 
to their profession. I rather suppose that the gen- 


, Ueman has not himself looked into the particulars 


of these returns, but I would remind him that 
when the statistics for the State of Maryland were 
submitted as a specimen to Congress, the matter 
was referred to a committee of the House, and 
also to a committee of the Senate. When these 
committees examined the report, it appeared that 
it was full of errors. [took some pains myself 
to examine it, and really the errors with which it 
was filled were laughable. If the gentleman from 
New York wiil take the trouble to read the report 
which was made at the time by the committee, he 
will see how utterly incorrect these statistics were. 
The result of the committees’ report was that the 
last Congress was satisfied that there was nothing 
in this book which ought to be sent abroad through- 
out the country. 

The gentleman from New York says that the 
medical gentlemen throughout the country would 
like to have the privilege of examining into these 
returns, and that they might have them published 
at their own expense. Now, if the gentleman 
introduces a resolution to confer such privilege on 
the medical faculty of the United States, I will not 
object to it. I donot believe that any member on 
this floor will object to any medical association or 
any medical gentleman having the privilege of 
going to the Census Office and examining this thing 
for themselves. But I do object to our diffusing 
error in this way at the public expense. I donot 
understand that my friend from New York is pre- 
pared to say that these statements of the Census 
Bureau are at allreliable. 1am sure they are not. 
Even those matters which we have already pub- 
lished from that office, are notatall correct. Gen- 
tlemen of this House who have examined the 
Census Report, as published, know very well that 
it is full of errors. For example, I cannot ascer- 
tain, by referring to this report, how many cotton 
factories there are in North Carolina; nor can | 
ascertain how many iron establishments there are 
in any particularcounty. I merely cite these 
examples to show how extremely inaccurate the 


returns which we have already sent abroad are. | 
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Sut when we come to the vitality statistics it is still 
worse. Thatis a matter which those engaged in 
the returns knew very little about, and therefore 
you wiil find in these statistics errors even greater 
than in other portions of the report. On that 
ground [ hope that the publication of these vitality 
statistics wiil not be made, torif Congress authorize 
their publication, they will be ken throughout the 
country, and in Europe, to be correct; and they 
will thus mislead scientific men. ; 

Mr. WADE. Did the gentleman from North 
Carolina [| Mr. Cuinemanj specially examine these 
Vitality statistics ? and if so, where did he find tue 
errors he complains of? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have not stated that I 
have examined one branch of the returns more 
than another. But I say this to my frierd from 
Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] that I did examine, with some 
care, a portion of the volume published ,—that re- 
lating to the State of Maryland,—and | found in 
ita number of amusing and laughable mistakes. I 
am not a married man like my friend, and do not 
take so much interest in the matter of births and 
marriages as he may take. (Laughter. | 

Mr. WADE. Well, it is time the gentleman 
from North Carolina was beginning to take an 
interest in that subject. [{Laughter. } 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I wish tosay one 
word more on this subject, so that the House may 
better understand the reasons why these statistics 
should be published. The collection of census 
statistics made in this country in 1850 will be re- 
peated, and the publication of the vitality statistics 
now, will cause more accuracy to be observed in 
taking like statistics again. And I want themem- 
bers of this House to understand that the medical 
faculty ask that this thing may be published, so 
that they may be enabled to correct the errors 
therein—if there are any. The House will con- 
cede the proposiiion that probably the best class 
of society to whom this thing can be referred is 
the medical men. 

In countries where such statistics are collected, 
it is members of the medical profession who 
atten] to them. I do not suppose that, in this 
instance, these statistics are entirely correct; but I 
know that the whole medical faculty of the coun- 
try ask you to give them copies of the vitality 
statistics compiled from the census of 1850, so 
that the errors which may exist in them may be 
guarded against in the next census. I shal! take 
the ground that, if these returns are incorrect, that 
is one reason additional why they should be 
printed, so that the errors might be detected and 
avoided in future. 

1 would say, further, to the members of this 
House, that if there is any body of men on the 
earth who are entitled to receive from you what 
they ask, it is the medical faculty of this country. 
They spend their days and nights in diving into 
the secrets of diseases, and in hunting them up. 
They meet annually in convention, in some city 
of the United States, and at their own expense. 
They are not paid eight dollars a day; but they 
defray their own expenses; convening not for 
their own good, but for ours; and for the good of 
our constituencies. Iam sorry that that profes- 
sion has not an abler advocate than myself to 
represent it here; but | ask the members of this 
House to pass this resolution unanimously, and 
give to the medical faculty what they request— 
the vitality statistics of this country. These sta- 
tistics will benefit them, if they do not benefit you. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair, or of some member of the Committee on 
Printing, about what would be the cost of this 
publication ? 

Mr. MURRAY. I understand that the cost of 
getting up the work in the bureau, would be about 
$2,500, and that the cost of printing would be 
thirty-seven cents per copy. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do notdesireto enter into the 
controversy atall. I have not examined the sta- 
tistics in question, nor willl have an opporturity 
of doing so unless they are published. [| think it 
is better that they should be published, and | hope 
the House will adopt the resolution. I therefore 
move the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from New York, {Mr. Ha- 

ven,} who moved the previous question, | would 
suggest—— 
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The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) There is a 
motion pending that the resolution be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I withdraw that motion. 

Mr. JONES. Il suggest, that if the resolution 
do pass, and if the work has to be done, some- 
body else besides the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus Bureau, who has resigned, will be given charge 
of it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Haven] allow me 
one moment to make a short explanation ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I will withdraw my demand 
for the previous question for the purpose of expla- 
nation. 

Mr. STANTON. I think it very proper that 
the House should know that a large portion of 
the statistics in question are already prepared and 
ready for publication. The vitality statistics of 
some six or eight of the States are already arranged 
and prepared, according to forms which have been 
suggested by the medical gentlemen throughout 
the United States who took an interest in the 
matter. The continuance of the office need not be 
prolonged more than two or three months for the 
purpose of completing the arrangement of these 
stauistics, at which time they will be ready to be 
handed to the printer, and the work can be dis- 
tributed at the expiration of this session of Con- 
gress. 

In reference to the correctness of these statistics, 
the Superintendent of the Census does not pretend 
that they are strictly correct in all respects; be- 
‘cause it was a matter of impossibility that the 
gentlemen who took the census throughout the 
United States could be sufficiently accurate in 
their labors to get such statistics correctly. But 
I understand that the returns approximate as 
nearly to correctness as could beexpected. Since 
the returns have been made Mr. DeBow has sent 
circulars to every quarter where it was likely that 
information could be got, and wherever there were 
errors in the returns which could be corrected 
through that instrumentality, he was enabled so 
to have them corrected. 

I have no doubt, as the gentleman on my right 
{Mr. Jones, of New York] has said, that these 
statistics, if presented to the public, will be found 
of immense value to the medical faculty; and 
besides, as he remarks, if errors have crept into 
them, their publication will be the means of pre- 
venting such errors in the future. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I can see no pos- 
sible necessity for this publication. I suppose 
that every physician in the country knows how 
many persons have died under his own practice, 
and whether he has killed them scientifically or 
ignorantly. It willdo them no good, as I con- 
ceive, to know how many they have killed in the 
aggregate. I renew the motion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, {Mr. CrincMan,] that the 
resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. HUNT. I hope the honorable gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee wil! allow me to say one word, 
by way of reply, to the remarks which the gen- 
tleman has addressed to the House just now. I 
desire to vindicate an honorable and useful pro- 
fession from the slanders of that gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order on 
the motiun to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman was allowed to 


address the House, and I only desire to say that | 
in my opinion it is indecent for any gentleman to | 





apeak of a calling 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Discussion 
is out of order unless the motion to lay the reso- 
lution on the table be withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES. I withdraw the motion. 
understand the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
Tivnr} to say that he wished to repel a slander? 

Mr. HUNT. I did say so, sir. 

Mr. JONES. 1 have been a member of this 
body for some years. I have never in my life, 
here or elsewhere, intentionally wounded the feel- 
ings or attempted to insult any gentleman. I am 
no bully; | am no duellist; and with such I have 
nothing to do. 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman says that he 
would not slander an honorable profession. He 
did so by sneering at it, and talking of their killing, 
and keeping accounts of their own killing, and of 
there being no necessity for statistics to be fur- 
nished at the hands of this House, as they desire. 


When the gentleman talks of an honorable pro- |! 


Did 1 | 


| erick P. Stanton 
| Stephens, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 
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fession endeared to us from birth, and throughout 
life as preserving our lives in times of sickness 
and disease; when he speaks of physicians not 
as embassadors of humanity and mercy, not as 
health-giving men, but as destroyers of life, | say 
that he slanders a noble profession. J do not im- 
pute to the gentleman an intention todo so. He 


spoke hastily, I think, and in ignorance of the | 


exact bearing of his words, and perhaps he was 
giving way to what is too common here in this 


House and elsewhere, a disposition to find fault | 


with his neighbors, supposing, as men very often 
do, that they rise in consequence as they detract 
from the merits and knowledge of others. 
that practice is common here, and too common 
elsewhere. The gentleman, in language, did slan- 


der a profession, an honorable profession, what- | 


ever his intention might have been. Had he said 
that he did not mean to do so, I would have con- 
curred immediately with his declaration, and have 
said nothing more upon the subject. The gentle- 
man says that he is no bully, and that he wishes 
to have nothing to do with bullies. What does 
the honorable gentleman mean? Is he so false to 
truth and honor as to impute to me, that | am a 
bully; that | would trespass upon the feelings of 
any honorable gentleman, and that I would wan- 
tonly do wrong to any human being upon earth? 
If he means by being a bully, that | have the 
courage of a gentleman to resent an injury, he 


does nothing more than appreciate my character | 
as a gentleman—a character which I believe is en- | 
joyed by every man whom I have the honor now | 


to look upon in this body. Why does the gentle- 
man talk of bullying? Has he any fear, and does 
he imagine that | would desire to insult him? 
No, sir! | would rather cherish good will towards 
all mankind. y 
Christianity enough in me to desire to eradicate all 
evil from it, and to live in peace and courtesy with 
the whole world. I must say further, that [ have 
always liked the gentleman. I have met him upon 
equal and kind terms, and when I rose to vindi- 
cate the profession, I had no idea of testing his 
courage, or trampling on his feelings, if he is 
devoid of it. 
to ask this House to sustain a profession asking 


for mortality and vital statistics—a very reason- | 
able request, which the medical profession best | 


know the value of, and which this House will no 
doubt grant, after the debate which has already 
been had upon it. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will now 
proceed to pass upon the resolution before them, 
and I demand the previous question upon its 
passage. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken, and there were— 


yeas 74, nays 107; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, David J. Bai- 
ley, Barry, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
berlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, 
Cox. Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, 
Fastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, English, 
Faulkner, Fuiler, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, 
Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, George W. Jones, 


Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lindsley, Macdonald, | 


MeMullin, McQueen, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Nichols, Noble, Orr, John Perkins, Phelps, Puryear, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, 
Shaw, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, An- 
drew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Walsh, Warren, Witte, 
and Daniel B. Wright—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
son, Bliss, Bridges, Bristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruth- 
ers, Caskie, Chandler, Chase, Churehwell, Clark, Corwin, 
Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 


Dickinson, Dunbar, EKdmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, | 


Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, Goodwin, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, 
Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Latham, Lewis, Lindley, Lyon, 
McCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middieswarth, Morgan, Murray, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Ready, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Skelton, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Fred- 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 


Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, 


Wailey, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, | 
| Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Yates, and Zol- | 


icoffer—107. 


So the House refused to lay ihe resolution upon 
the table. 


I say | 


If 1 know my own heart, I have | 


I rese in the discharge of my duty, | 


I move to lay the resolu- | 
tion upon the table, and upon it | demand the | 





3rooks, Cham- | 






December 13, 

The previous question was then seconded and 
the main question ordered. a 

The question was then taken; and the rego 
tion was passed. 

Mr. JONES, of New York, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was adopted, ang 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table: 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


MAIL SBRVICE IN THE SOUTH. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer the fo). 
lowing resolution. It is a matter of some import. 
ance to my State, and | hope that the resolution 
will be agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requesteg to 
inform Congress if, in obedience to the law passed August 
the 5th, 1854, which ‘authorized and directed him 
establish a mail on the Mississippi river from Cairo » 
New Orleans, and from Keokuk, Iowa, to Galena, in [j\). 
nois, said mail to be carried daily from Cairo to New 
Orleans,” and to facilitate the establishment and carrying 


lu 


, of which, be was authorized, on failure to obtain ace: plabie 


bids, after advertising for thirty days, to make private epp. 


| tracts, has been put into operation, either in whole or jy 


part; and that if said mail has not been put into operatiog, 
he communicate to Congress his reasons for this omission, 
together with a statement of the terms of the bids, and the 
names of the parties putting them in, for carrying said mai), 
either for the whole route or for sections of the route ; ang 
that, in the event of his having contracted for carrying jhe 
mail on any section or sections of said route, he inform the 
House what section or sections, and © hether bonds were 
taken of the parties so contracting, for the faithful discharge 
of their contracts, and the different dates at which sai 
bonds were taken and placed in the Department, and, jj 
any, which of said bonds have been forfeited. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. [ask the unanimous con. 
sent of the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the reports 
of the Pacific railway survey and accompanying maps be 
printed for the use of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution, under the 
rules, goes to the Committee on Printing. 


On motion by Mr. READY, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers of Milton Spafiord, for the 
purpose of reference. 


On motion by Mr. MATTESON, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers of Pamela Slavin. 

On motion by Mr. ENGLISH, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers and petition of Thomas Shankland, 
for the purpose of reference in the Senate. 


BRIG COMO. 

Reports being in order from the Committee on 
Commerce, 

Mr. AIKEN reported a bill authorizing the col- 
lector of the port of Charleston, in South Caro- 
lina, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to admit to registry, under the name 


| and title of the Jehossee, the American-built brig 


owned by Hugh E. Vincent and others, and 
known as the Como. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read the third time, and passed. 


GRANTS OF LANDS. 

Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made adverse reports in the following 
cases; which were severally laid on the table: 

On the petition of Randolph Macon College. 


, asking a grant of public land in order for its better 


support; * 

On the memorial of the faculty of Union Un- 
versity, Tennessee, for a portion of the public 
domain for the benefit of colleges and universi- 
ties in the United States; 

On the memorial of the president and pro- 
fessors of Amherst College, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing Congress to make a donation of a township 
of the public land to each college and university 
now in operation in the United States; 

On the petition of the faculty of the University, 
of Vermont for a grant of land for the benefit o! 
colleges in the United States; : 

On the petition of the faculty of Washington 
College, Virginia, asking for a grant of Jand to 
each chartered college and university in the 
United States; eon 

On the memorial of the Delaware University, ° 
Ohio, for a grant of land for its better support: 

On the petition of the faculty of La Fayette ol- 


I lege for a grant of a township of land to each of 
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the -hartered colleges and universities in the | 
Init States; 
sh memorial of the president and faculty 
‘¢ @ John’s College, Maryland, asking for a 
oo + of a township of land to each college in the 
red States; f 
the memorials of the faculty of Franklin and 
Marshall College of Lancaster, Pennsylvania; of 
c, Xavier’s College, in the State of Ohio; of the 
sang of New York, and of the faculty of Ho- 
bert Free College, at Geneva, New York; of the 
faculty of the Emory and Henry College, Vir- 
a: of Beloit College, Wisconsin; of the trus- 
La Grange College, in the State of Ala- 
of the faculty of Madison University, New | 
York; of Alleghenia College, Pennsylvania; of | 
Middleburg College, Vermont; of Wittenberg | 
College, Ohio; of Lewisburg University, Penn- | 
evlvania; of Miami University, Ohio; of the 
University of Rochester, New York; and of Da- 
yidson College, North Carolina, asking a grant of 
a township of land for each of the chartered cal- 
leves and universities in the United States; 
‘On the petition of the county court of Logan 
county, Illinois, asking for a donation of land to 
each State sufficient to endow a State industrial 
university ; ce ’ : mae 
On the petition of citizens of Missouri, asking 
for a grant of public lands for general educational 


cnys 


ginia, 
tees of 
bama; 


UrpoOses; 

On the memorial of Joseph Jones and others, | 
asking a grant of public lands to establish normal | 
schools in each State for the education of female | 
teachers; 

On the memorial of the Legislature of Wiscon- || 
sin, in favor of granting lands for the education || 
of the deaf, dumb, blind, and insane; 

On the petition of the citizens of Chicago for a 
grant of public land in aid of the Seaman’s Friend 
Society; 

On the petition and resolutiens of the city of 
Baltimore, praying Congress to grant public lands 
to aid houses of refage; 

On the memorial of the Legislature of Louisiana 
in relation to granting lands within that State for 
railroad purposes; and 

On the memorial of the Legislative Council of 
New Mexico, in relation to land claims. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. DISNEY also, from the same committee, 
reported, with a recommendation that it do pass, 
a bill supplementary to the act entitled ** An act 
granting bounty lands to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vices of the United States,’’ approved September 
28, 1850; and also to the act approved March 22, 
1302, ‘to make land warrants assignable, and for 
other purposes. ”” 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

rhe SPEAKER. The question is, ‘‘ Shall the 
bill be read a third time?”’ 

Mr.ORR. I have not seen that bill printed. 
Tcannot form any opinion on it myself—and I 
suppose that most of the members are inthe same | 
situation. I move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DISNEY. I have no objection to the || 
reference suggested. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Orr’s mo- 
ton was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a joint resolu- 
tionand bill of the following titles; which received 
the Speaker’s signature: | 

A joint resolution for the relief of the children | 
of Captain Thomas Porter, deceased; and | 

An act for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of 
Putnam county, Indiana. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public | 
ands, reported adversely on ‘he following memo- 
riais and petitions; which were laid upon the table: 
A petition from citizens of Cox and Laramie 
townships, Cooper county, Missouri, asking for || 
* grant of a section of land for school purposes; 
Che memorial of Morgan L. Hewitt and sev- 
enty-one other citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, for aid 
ne & railroad to the mining regions of Lake Su- li 
rior; NN 
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other citizens; and of Samuel S. Mather and 
seventy other citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, for aid 
to same railroad; 

The memorial of Edwin James, sr., and Ed- 
win James, jr.,and others, praying indemnity for 
losses sustained in consequence of the illegal sus- 
pension and subsequent abrogation by the sur- 
veyor general of their contracts for surveying 
certain public lands in Illinois and Missouri; and 

The memorial of citizens of Hancock county, 
Ohio, asking for a grant ef land to the Urbana, 
Findlay, and Detroit Railroad Company. 


LAND PATENTS. 

Mr. DISNEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported back Senate bill (No. 238) entitled ** An 
act to authorize the issue of patents to lands in 
any State or Territory in certain cases,’’ with an 
amendment. 

The amendment was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

Add these words, “‘ if the same be found correct;”’ so that 
the section will read, as follows: 

‘¢ That in case of any claim to land in any State or Fer 
ritory which has heretofore been confirmed by law, and in 
which no provision is made by the confirmatory statute for 


the issue of patents, it shall and may be lawful, where sur- | 


veys for the land have been, or may hereafter be made, to 
issue patents for the claims so confirmed upon the pres 

entation to the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 
plats of survey thereof duly approved by the surveyor gen- 
eral of any State or Territory.”’ 

At Mr. Disney’s request, the following letter, 
from the Commissioner of the Land Office, was read 
in explanation of the bill and amendment: 

GeNERAL LAND Orrice. ?} 
December 12, 1854. § 

Sir: I have examined the provisions of ‘* An act to au- 
thorize the issue of patents to lands in any State or Terri 
tory in certain cases,’’ (S. 238,) referred by you to this office, 
and in relation thereto have the honor to state that this bill 
is designed to provide a more ready and convenient evi 
dence of title than can be made under existing laws. 

It is held, as yu know, that patents can only issue in 
cases where their issue is awihonzed by law. 

The Supreme Court has ruled that a tide can be conveyed 
as well by 3 law as by a patent; hence, where parties hold 
under a law which does not authorize the issue of a patent, 
it is difficult to present a satisfactory foundation of title, 
except by judicial proceedings. A patentis well understood 
as being prima facie evidence of title, and this bill proposes 
to place this convenient evidence in the possession of the 
parties, instead ofthat more tortuous in its character, though 
equally certain, to wit: the law and certified plat of survey. 

With great respect, JOHN WILSON, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. D. T. Disney, Chair’n Com. Public Lands. 

P.S. You will perceive a slight amendment to the bill, 
which I deem indispensably necessary to prevent patents 
issuing On erroneous surveys. 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. DISNEY yielded the floor to 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Unioa. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man will allow me to ask for the withdrawal of 


certain papers before we go into committee. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I withdraw my motion 
for that purpose, if the gentleman will renew it. 


ARCHIBALD R. S. HUNTER. 

Mr. SMITH. I will renew it. I now ask 
for leave to withdraw the petition and papers of 
Archibald R. S. Hunter. 

Mr. COBB. What is the object of the with- 
drawal? 


Mr.SMITH. The request for withdrawal was 


| placed in my hands by the person concerned. I 


do not know what he wants with the papers. 

The papers is the petition of Archibald R. S. 
Hunter, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed by the Tennessee volunteer troops, while 
in the service of the United States in 1836. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection to the papers 
being withdrawn, provided acopy is left upon the 
files of the House. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not know what the course 
usually is—I merely want leave to withdraw the 
papers. 

The SPEAKER. It is the usual custom to 
have copies of papers withdrawn. 

There being no objection, leave was grat ted. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The petitions of William Milford and fifty-eight | 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE—INDIAN BILL. | 


Mr. SMITH. I now renew the motion that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on thestate | 


of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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‘ The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Cuanpier in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill of the House (No. 555) 
making appropriations for the current and contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian department, and for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1856 

The first section of the bill was read by the 
Clerk. , 

Mr. MACE obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If thegentleman from Indiana 
proposes to makea speech, | would suggest to him 
that he allew the bill to be read through first, and 
then his speech can come in as well as now. 

Mr. MACE. I will state to the gentleman from 
Alabama that I should certainly be disposed to 
accommodate him, but as I shall probably not 
speak for more than half an hour, | prefer to say 
what I have to say now, and then the reading of 
the bill may proceed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It would expedite the busi- 
ness of the committee if he would allow the bill te 
be read through now. 

[Cries of ** Go on!’’} 

Mr. MACE. I prefer to go on now. Mr. 
Chairman, | propose to enter upon the discussion 
of a subject, not for the purpose of inciting angry 
debate in this Elall or inflaming the public mind, 
but in good faith, for the purpose of bringing the 
House and the country back to where we stood 
prior to the passage of the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill. 

I gave notice several days ago of my intention 
to introduce into the House @ bill to prohibit 
slavery in the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
which bill I intend to introduce as soon as oppor- 
tunity offers. The bill which I have prepared has 
no circumlocution about it. It contains no stump 
speeches. It isa plain and concise bill, and covers 
the whole ground. No mistake can result from 
it. It is brief, and for the purpose of placing the 
committee in possession of what it is, I will pro- 
ceed to read it. 

A bill to prohibit slavery in the Territories of Nebraska 
and Kansas. 

Be it enacted bu the Senate und Houseof Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That slavery and involuntary servitude, except for the 
punishment of crime, whereof the parties shall have been 
duly convicted. is forever prohibited in the Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas. 

The bill is an exact transcript of the ordinance 
of 1757, and it is an exact transcript of the eighth 
section of the act of the 6th of March, 1820, pre- 

aratory to the admission of Missouri into the 
Dnion as a State. 

I need not go into a discussion here to show 
the purposes of the Kansas and Nebraska bill. I 
need not travel over the whole ground which the 
North and the South traveled over during the dis- 
cussion at the last session of Congress. But 
events have shown that the whole object of that 
Kansas and Nebraska bill was to repeal the pro- 
hibition of slavery north of 36° 30’. 

I know that much has been said in this Hall 
and elsewhere, even during the present session of 
Congress, about squatter sovereignty. Much has 
been said about the right of the people, and net 
only the right, but the perfect, absolute right of 
the people to make their own laws in the Terri- 
tories of Kansas and Nebraska. I! think that we 
have progressed far enough in this matter for us 
to come down to the true constitutional duty of 
Congress in the organization of Territories. And 
what is it? 

it was claimed by General Cass, some years 
ago, and promulgated through the country that 
he had discovered the new doctrine of squatter 
sovereignty. I ask if there is any more squatter 
sovereignty in the organization of the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska than there was in the 
organization of Michigan, or I|linois, or Indiana? 
There is not. It is no new discovery. It has 
been acknowledged ever since the foundation of 
our institutions, and the whole cry of squatter 
eaten of which we have heard so much 


here and elsewhere, is nothing but a sheer, miser- 
able hurnbug. Sir, what ia the constitutional law 
upon this subject? It is simply this: Prior to 


the repeal of the Missouri compromise line, the 
people had a right to go and settle that territory, 
and form aconstitution for its government. lowa 
| was thus carved out of that territory, and under- 
| went that process. The prohibition existing at 
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the time against slavery, of course no attempt 
wae made to carry it there. People went there 
who were in favor of a constitution prohibiting 
that inetitation, and the appointed time and the 
only ume when they had a right to speak upen 
that subject was when they formed their State 
constituiion. Now, the only point involved in 
this quesuon from the beginning, is simply this: 
that under the operation of the compromise act 
of 1820, this country now included in Kansas 
and Neoraska, stood in the same condition as 
the Territory of lowa before its admission into 
the Union. There was no probability or possi- 
bility that slavery would ever gothere. Sucha 
thing could not be dreamed of. 

But, under the operation of the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill, which repealed that compromise, 
Siavery can exist ar d does now exist in the Terri- 
tories of Kansas and Nebraska. Thus have you 
opened the door to slavery, and it is said to bea 
race between the North and the South, who shall 
occupy that territory, and whether a constitution 
shall be submitted to Congress—not recognizing 
elavery, because that would not be necessary, but 
prohibiung slavery; because I assert here that, 
should the people of Kansas assemble together 
and adopt a State constitution, and say not one 
single word about slavery, if the institution existed 
there, it would continue to exist unless Congress 
imposed the condition, that the Territory should 
not be admitted unless the institution was abol- 


ished. 


Then, Mr. Chairman, my understanding is this, 


that the Legislature of the Territory of Kansas— 
though tts members are not elected yet—will not 
be called upon to act upon the question of slavery 
at ail. There is no necessity that it should act 
upon it, because if the law remains as it is, asa 
matter of course, slavery must continue to exist 
there, and will exist there, just as it existed in 


Missourt and Louisiana, being a part of the same | 


purchase. Butif the Legislature act at all upon 
the question, they will pass a law, | suppose, 
according to the doctrine of ‘‘ squatter sovereign- 
ty,’’ saying that slavery shall not existthere. I 
will not discuss the q iestion of the binding force 
of such a law as that; but I will affirm, and that, 
too, without fear of contradiction, that should the 


Legislature of Kansas pass such a law, Congress | 


would have a perfect right to reject it, and the 
whole subject would be presented to this Congress, 
and it would open up the discussion here of that 
troublesome and vexatious question. 

My purpose is not only to relieve this Congress 
from the further discussion of the question, but | 
have a higher purpose—I wish at once to relieve 


the ciugens of the Territory of Kansas from its | 


discussion, 

Sir, had not that compromise of 1820 been re- 
vealedi—a compromise established by the wisdom 
of the fathers of this Republic; had we proceeded 
in accordance with the bills introduced before in 
relation to this Territory,and organized a territo- 
rial government, things would have gone on there 
as they did in Lowa; in time a State constitution 
would have been formed, and you would have had 
no trouble and no excitement. But how stand 
things now ? 
leading to? What do we hear from Kansas in 
reierence to the recent election thre? What do 
we see there amongst the citizens of this Republic, 
who ought to be a peaceful brotherhood? Why, 
if the reports are true—and, mark you, I do not 
vouch for their truth at all—attempts are being 


What is the action of last session | 


made to place matters there upon such a footing | 


that the insutution of slavery may be planted in 
that Territory, and that Kansas may ciaim ad- 
misston into the Union asa slave State. I donot 
kgow anything as to the truth of the rumors 
afloat, and far be it from me to do injustice to the 
eituzens of Missouri, or of any other portion of 
this Confederacy; but, if the common rumor is 


true, a systematic ¢flort has been made by citizens | 


of the frontier of Missouri, aded by a distin- 
guished ciizen of that State, now there—at least, 
he is not here—to shape the institauons of that 


Territory, avd establish slavery, by improper | 


means. Hundreds, ay, thousands of men have 
beer sent into Kansas irom Missourt and eise- 


where, without the intention of making a perma- | 


nent home there at all, forthe purpose of electing, 
as Delegate upon this floor from that Territory, a 


gentleman who is said to be, bona fide, a citizen of | 


the State of Missouri. 


produced, and to what may it not lead! Suppose 
that, on the adoption of a constitution for Kansas, 
a majority of the people of that Territory should 
be found to be in favor of excluding the institu- 
tion of slavery—one third, we will say, of the in- 
habitants having taken their slave property there 
for the purpose of moulding the instituuons of the 
Territory so that slavery may exist in it, and yet, 
having been outnumbered, what then? Why, asa 
matter of course, they will have to take back their 
property at great expense, trouble, and inconve- 
nience, and make their location in a State where 
the institution of slavery can and does exist. | 
know that much was said in my State, and said 
in the North generally, as to the effect of the Kan- 
sas and Nebraska bill. The discussion in this 
House, however,was conducted on the hypothesis, 
and the very correct one, too, that the destruction 
of that line by the provisions of the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill, would permit the southern man to 
take his 
would be protected in his property in them upon 
the same principle that protection would be af- 
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then, has the repeal of that compromise already | 


slaves into those Territories, and that he | 


forded to the northern man taking his horses there; | 


the doctrine, in other words, of non-intervention 


on the part of the Congress of the United States. | 


But many different versions were given, in my 
State, of the effect of the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill by leading friends of that measure. Near the 
close of the campaign a gentleman of the highest 


distinction boldly took the ground that the Kansas | 


and Nebraska bill was eminently a billin favor of 
freedom; that it not only secured freedom north 
of the line of 36° 30’, but that it carried it south 


of the line, and that there was territory south of | 
that line sufficient to make three States, each as | 
large as the State of New York, which was ded- | 


icated to the cause of freedom by the bill. 

it is not my purpose, Mr. Chairman, to pursue 
this line of discussion any further. 
pose, if possible, to bring this Congress and the 


It is my pur- | 


country to the point where we were prior to the | 


passage of the Nebraska bill, or to its introduc- 
tion. And here, let me remark, as I stated on a 
former occasion, that for thirty-four years after 


the passage of the Missouricompromise law there | 


never was a single request made—of any respect | 


as to numbers—from any portion of the United 
States demanding at the hands of Congress the 
abolition of that compromise. 


We met here, last Congress, as a band of | 
brothers; the most perfect harmony prevailed | 
among us. We met here, and the session bid fair 


to be a business session—to be a session which 
would redound to the greatness and honor of the 
country. Wiathout consultation with any one— 
so far as] know—without a single petition having 
been presented, or request from any one, this bill 
was introduced—come upon us like a clap of 
thunder at noon-day, when na cloud obscures the 
meridian sun; and we were called upon to pass 
it, and thereby repeal the Missouri compromise 
act. From necessity such a measure was calcu- 
lated to distract and to divide us, not only here 
but elsewhere. I have repeatedly had my feelings 
wounded on this floor, as other gentlemen must 
have had theirs, in consequence of the bad feeling 
growing out of this qaestion. It was worse at 


home. It was worse in the congressional district | 
jt was 


which I have the honor to represent. 
worse in every district throughout the North and 
West. 


1 woald not have opened my mouth in | 


respect to this measure at the present session of | 


Congress, if 1 thought that the North had in- 
dorsed it. Lam one of those old-fashioned repub- 
| cans who believe that the people are thesovereigns 
in this nation. I do not believe that because I 
hold a seat in the Congress of the United States, 
I thereby become the master of my people; buat I 


regard myself as their servant, called upon to do 


their bus:vess, and to carry out their will 
Sir, | am free to confess that at the time of the 


introduction of the bil! | had no conception of the | 


feeling of my people in regard to it. 
had forgotten—or, if they had not forgotten, they 
had never dreamed—that a proposition would 
come up to repeal the Missouri compromise, as 
was presented at the last session of this Congress. 
But an effort was made—a strenuous effurt—not 
only during the last session of Congress, but since 
its adjournment—in the region of country where 


I live—to reverse this principle of Government. |; 
What a state of things, || The doctrine sought to be established now is this, 


For they | 


| which I wish to wfase in the North, and it Is@ 


} 
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that we come up here as the masters of the peo 
ple, that we come here not bound to consult with 
them at all, and that we may pass laws which oo 
know they will disapprove of, and then cal ; Don 
them, as legal subjects, to acquiesce in our ar 
and cease their grumbling. | presume that ever 
other gentleman in this Eiouse was in the sam 
predicament that | was, in regard to this matter 
tie did not know the wishes of the people of oy. 
districts, in regard to it. Ail that he could do, wag 
to guess atit. We all made our guesses. Thy 
people have passed upon the bill. Their verdig 
is recorded, ** so that he who runs may read.” 
And now, the question submitted is whether this 
Congress, which passed that bill, will, by votins 
for this measure which I have introduced, carty 
out the will of their constituencies; or whether 
they willadhere to the doctrine that it is the duty 
of their constituents to submit in humble silenc 
to the action of their representatives, 

I think I can assert, without fear of contradic. 
tion, that should every member on this floor vote 
according to the determination of his constituents, 
as expressed in the late elections, on this question, 
the bill which I propose to introduce would pags 
by a very decided majority, and by that means the 
will of the people would be carried out. Is not that 
right? Isitnotourdutytodothat? And, inedd. 
tion, does not the highest public necessity demand 
such action at our hands? If the action of Cop. 
gress at the last session on this Nebraska bill 
were final, it would not be right or proper for m 
to discuss itnow. If this matter were to end with 
the passage of that biil, it would certainly be 
highly improper for me to occupy the time of the 
committee in the discussion of it. But, how 
stands the question—not only presently, but pros- 
pectively?) Why, presently it is of the utmost im- 
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| portance to undo what we have wrongly done, 
| for the purpose of restoring peace and quiet 


| 
4 


throughout the land. Prospectively, how does it 
stand? Let it be remembered that | do not stend 
here for the purpose of making a threat. 1 stand 
here for the purpose of speaking cooly and dis- 
passionately; and I do speak so when I say to 
this committee, and to the country, that, in my 
humble judgment, Kansas never can come into 
this Union as a slave State, and we may as well 
settle that question now as hereafter. I have 
never found in my intercourse with society or by 
my reading that there was any existing desire to 
abolish the Missouri compromise in any quarter. 
Certain gentlemen, few in number, and not from 
the South, were anxiously in favor of this bill 
for objects which, in my opinion, it is not neces 
sary toreferto. The question was brought before 
this House, and this House acted upon it. Our 
southern friends, or a majority of them, voted for 
it, upon the assurance that it woujd meet the 
approval of the free States—that no one would 
oppose it but the Abolitionists—that the National 
Whigs were all in favor of the measure. 

It may be said of me that I propose to make 
war upon southern institutions, that I wish to get 
up an abolition furor and excitement. I disclaim 
such a charge at once. I make no war upen any 
section of this Union. I have heard a good deal 
said about national men, about national Democrats, 
and national Whigs. Gentlemen may appropriate 
any name they please. I claim, by my actions, 
by my sentiments, by my associations and my 
birth, to be a national man in the strictest sense of 
the term. I like the kind of nationality which 
they have at the South, and would to God we had 
more of itatthe North. I like it, because they 
know their rights and can maintain them. They 
espouse such measures as commend themselves 10 
their constituents, and which their constituents 
desire, but they do not espouse them with that 
easy good nature which we at the North are ia 
the habit of manifesting in similar circumstances. 
You never find the South, where a President vetoes 
a favorite measure of theirs, indorsing and sup 
porung that veto, and claiming that it 1s right, 
but they act as men should act, and demand, wita 
a united front, and in tones of political thunder, 
that their rizhts be respected. It is that sentiment 
sentiment which I know the South respect. We 
go to work and pass a river and harbor bill, & 
matter in which we of the West are vitally inter 
ested. We all make speeches and vote for it 
the President sets down, and in a very delib- 
erate manner vetoes it, upon the ground that it 18 
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